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The Preface or Prologue, ta the kind 


and courteous Readers. 


IX worthy Teomen lived in the Weſt , 
8 Whoſe honoured Adlions Heaven moſt ſweet ly biet. 
Clothiers they were, and had exceeding 24%, 
Lands, livings, goods, and wit they had at will - 
And with their goods, ſach good thoſe men have dun, 
Never the lille was known beneath the Sum: 
Thomas of Reading was the fr mans name , 
Aud Gray of Gloceſter next wnto the ſame * 
Sutton of Salizbury, «rd of Wolter Towne , 
Fitzallenput al other Clothjiers downe : 


— with thoſe leren men : 


Tes let me not forget three of the Novih , 

Elothiers they were, of credit and good worth : 

Carbert of Kendall Bad A good report , 

Both of the rich, and of the poorer ſort - 

Hodgkins of Hallifax was knowne 40%, 

And well beloved where ever be did ga 
Bryos of Manchefter a m well hie, | 
Mighs be compar' d with any of the ren: 

Now having told rheir names, and who they were, 

More news of them I purpoſe to declare: 

That all the Chriſtian World may underfland , 


Ihetgoad and profit they did for England 5 T 
Your wel-wicher, . 7. 
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I he pleaſant Hiſtorie of the ſix worthy 
Yeomen of the Weſt. 


N the daxes of King Henry the firſt, ohe was the firſt 

King tbat inſtituted the bigh Court of Parliament, 
there lided nine men, which foz the trade of Clo- 
thing, were famous thozowout all England, Which 
Art in thoſe dayes was deld in digd reputation, 
both in reſpect of the great riches that thereby was 
gotten,as alſo ofthe bonefit it bzougbt to the whole Common-wealth: 
the ponger Song of Knights e Gentlemen, to whom theilt Fathers 
would leabe no lands, were moſt commonly. pzeferred to learn this 
trade, to the end that thereby they might live in god eſtate, and 
dzive fozth the ir dayss in p2ofperity- 

Among all Crafts this was the only chtefe , foz that it was the 
greateſt mercbandize , by the which our Country became famous 
tbzowout all Nations : and it was derily thought, that the one halt 
of the people in the land libed in thoſe dayes thereby , and in ſuch 
gd fozt,that in the Common- wealth.tbere were fetv oz no beggers 
at all: po2 people tohom Gad lightly bleſſed with mol childzen., did 
by meanes of this occupation fo ozder them, that by tbe time that 
they were come to be (ix oz ſeben years of age, they were able to get 
their own bzead : Jdleneſs was baniſhed eurcoaſt , ſo that it was a 
rare thing to bear of a thief in thoſe dapes. Therefoze it was not 
without cauſe that Clothters were then both honoured and lobed , 
among whom theſe nine perſans in this Kings dapes were of great 
eredit, biz. Tho. Cole cf Reading, Gray of Gloceſter, Sutton of Wa- 
lisburie, Fitzallen of Wozceſter,(commoniy called William of Wozce* 
ter) Tom. Dove of * and Simon of Squtbamplon, alias Sup- 
broth : who were by the Bing called, The fr worthy busbands of 
the Melt. Then werethyre tb2& libing in the Roth, that is to ſay, 
Cutbert of Kendall, Hodgkins of Yallifar, and Martin Bryer of Pan- 
cheſtar, Every one ot theſe kept a great number of Serbants at wozk, 
Spinners, Carders, Weavers, Fullers, Dpers, Sbeeremen, and 
Kowers , to the great admiration of all thoſe that came into their 
bcuſes to behold them, 

M. Now 


of Thomas of Reading. 

Noto pou ſpall underſtand there! gallant Clotbiers, by reaton of 
their dwelling places ,'feparated themſelves in ther ſeb:ral com- 
panits : Gray of Slocefter, William of Wozcefter, and Thomas cf 
Keading , becauſe their jourtiep to London was all one way, they 
conberfed commonly together: And Dove of Exceſter, Sutton of 
Silfsdurte, and Simon of S@outhampron, tber in like ſozt kept 
company the one with the other, meting ever altogether at Ba- 
fing-ſtoke't and the their Noztherne Clothters did rde like, who 
comonly did not mEt tiff they came to boſoms Inn in London. 

-Vozeober , foz the lobe and delight that theſe Weſterne men bad 
each in others company, they did ſo pzobide, that their Mains and 
themfelves would eder met upon a day in London at }zrracs Pal, 
furnamed the Gyant, (oz that be ſurpaſſed off other men of that age, 
both in Nature and frength:- whoſe mezriments and memorable 
deeds, I will ſet down unto you tn this following diſcourſe, 


How King Henry ſought the favour of all his ſubj Rs, eſpecially of the 
/! Clothiets. Chap. 1. 


y | —- King Henry, wbo fo; bis great learning and wifdam was 
1 - caled Beauclerk, being che third won to the renowned Con que 
rour : afrer the death of bis B2zother Wil. Rufus, tk upon him the 
Government of "this Land, in the abſence of bis elder B;orber 
Robert Dtike of Nozmandie, who at thts time toas ar Mars among 
the Anddels, and was chofen King of Jerutalem, the which de, 
foz the lobe de bare to dis own! Countrey; ' refuſed, and with great 
bottour returned from the holy Lend of whole comming when wing 
Henry underfiod knowing de would make claime to the Crown, 
fought by all means poſſible to win the god will of bis Nobility, 
and wo got the faboz of the Commons, byrcurtefte: foz the obtaitting 
whereofde did them many ſavours, thereby che better to frengthey 
dirbſelfayainiſt-dis B; order: W.. * 

At chanced on a time, as be with one of bis wons, and dibers of 
dis Nobility, rode from-London towards Wales , to appeaſe the 
fury of the Melden, which'tben began to raiſe themſelves in arms 
agaimft dis aurboztry,thar with a-greet number of Wang loa · 
den tolid Clotd comming to London, and fetng them if! dide one 
after inorder e manp togetber, demanded white they were : the 
Watrie men aifwered in this ſozt: Coles of Wrading (quotb theg) 
Tben by and by the King asked aniother : Whoſe cloth is 
all this ? Old Coles quoth be : and 1 after de asked the 


The Pleaſant Hiſtory 


tame queſtion of others, and il] they anſluered. old Coler, And tis 
to be remembzed * the King wet in ſuch u place ſo nazrow 
and ſtralght, 1þat be with the eſt of bis tratne, wers (aiye to Land 
cloſe to the bedge, wüten the carts palſed bp , the which.at that 
time being in numder adobe thpohunared, tag nere band en baut 
ere tbe Ring cauld get rome ta de gone: fo that by tbis long Nap 
be diegan to de diſpleaſed, altdough. the samtratton of that igbt 
did much qualifies his ſurte; hut bazabing cut in diſcontent, b ce» 
ton of bis ſtap, de ſgid, I thought ald Cole had got a Commiſſtan 
foz all tde Carta in the Countrp, to cazry his Cloth. And baw.if 
be habe quoth ane of the Wainmen) doth that griebe pou god Ar, 
Bea, god ir, ſaid our King, tubat ſay poy ta that? The ſejlow - 
ting the King (tn aszing that queſtion) to bend bis bows though 
be znem not det be was, rot being abaþ4 de anſwered gbus £ 
wbt Sir if pou be angry, na body can binder pou ; for t 
Str, pou dabe anger at commandment. Tbe King ſ#ing bim in 
uttering of big words, ta quiher and quake, laught heartily at him, 
as well in reſpect of dis fimple anſwer, as at dis fear 4 and ſ0 fon 
aſter the laſt wain went by, wbicd gabe pzeſent paſſage unto bim 
— hte, In — — —4 2 — * 
comm clathing 9 me nne, to 
babe ein Cale þ t hefaze his >"to-the intent be might.babs 
conference with him, nating bin to de a ſybject of great ability 
but dy that time be, Wein of Stanes be met avotber 
2 of M unes in . baden wich he rem tha King 
wat deiben into a further admiration an de manding wheſe the yipire 
answer was mide, in this ſozt: They be gd; mem Sutton of a- 
iisburp god Mir, and by that, time a ſc e 95 them, tagre nag dd shed 
again. r ing: baſe gre theſc , Sytionsgf Adlighury guat h thee, 
and ſ0 Ali ag anten da the King 46 h& that undteg. tber: aufe 
Juttons of S$glighury. Sad (end me mens geh Sutcans ſaith the 
King. And tbus the farther be travelley, mae Maine 
be met continually : uyon tabich-gccafion be dd tee, Robles, tbat 
it baowuld, neber gr&bs 4 King: to de fo2;4þ6 aofonce of fertile 
"Conntre and lybjects. A 

Englauds halo; mas mage then hey b 
Mete ten ber baloye,, * 
gout, RI 4 my (4.1. 
. Lobars cen 


a peſt; Nom oſ ba A have, 
no. partners: and there let mp 


Na ber Robes: think... bag algbough.be wan eit tor England tw 
dir tg. ee à am Jing dz ba Mon. Id d fabaurars I mutt ac- 
0 | count 


of Thoms of Rexding. 


count my foes, and ww terte tbem as N de the emgrate ful Earl of 
@bzetdadurp, whoſs lands I bebe ſetzeb nd benifÞe Hts toy ; bur 
nuts we tom 164ds the wing te bes journy into Weles, and waiting 
bis home recune + in the mean time, tell you the mtet ing of the 
Clorhifrs at London. 


How Vb of Wotcelter, Gray of Floceiter, and old Cole ef Reading. 
met all cogerher 4% Reading, ind of theit communication by the way 
us thicy rode % Loud. Chip. FL 


Gray of Glet:fer, an Wilhurs of Wozcrtter wete come 

ro Reading, £co;bing to rbetr cuſtome they waxes called 
0¹⁰ Le is babe bw compan to Lendon, tobe affo duly attended 
theis conn ing doblng pꝛobſrd ag bzeaxfatt fo them : and toben 
they bad wolf refre d ebemfeldes, they roke thetr bozfes and rode 
un ne the City? and u thefr jou fone Wiflian of fozcetter 


and. quite 7. tht Country o 
ur — England 


e . 
3 
Nn — 
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e Plealant H ta, 


not digeſt his meat without mufich, __ wine without women 
ſo that bis boſfeſs being a mezry we would often times call in 
two oz thz& of ber ne igbbours wives to ktep him company, toben ere 
they parted ibep were made 8s-pleaſant as Pies. And 32 
a conttnual cuſtome amongſt them when they came thlther: 
length the womens buſbanos began to take exceptions at their wides 
goiug tbicher : wbereupon-great controbetſte grew betwen them, 
in ſuch ſozt, that they were moſt reſtrained : then they had moſt de- 
ſfre to wozk their wills: now gip (quotb ther) muſt we be > tyed 
to our task that we map not dzink with cur friends ? fie file upon 
tbeſe pellow hoſe, will. no otber-dpe- ſerbe pour turn? babe foe thug 
long. bin. your toibes , and do. pou nol miſtruſt us? berily pou eat 
to much ſalt, and that makes you gzow cholericke bad livers judg 
all atberg tbe like, but in faith pou Gall not bzidle us (6 like aſſes, 
but doe will go to our fitends when, we ars lent fox. and do peu tobat 
ou can. Nell quoth their tuſbands,ifyou be co dead d rong, we will 
ame You; it is the duty of bone women to obep their buſbands 
ſaying, And of honeſt men-(quetb they) to think well of tbetr 
wibes, but who do ſooner. impeach their credit, then their huſbands, 
charging them if thep do but ſmile. that they are ſubtil and if they 
do but wivk, tbep account them wilz 5 if fad of countenance; then 
muten it thee de froward, then they.are counted ſbrets: and þ4- 
piſþ if they be gentle! if a woman kp ber bouſe, then you wtil ſap: 


{þ? is melancholy ,-{f {8 (5 8 dab, then pou call ber a gadder ; 


a Frags, ot > A de pzecile ; fo wanton if ſþe be pleaſant; fo 


there 1s. ny ty, the wazſd that deer bowp to pleaſe pou: 
op * Fi 2 77 wives ; lidſug with 
0 * 2 tou foztoarue us, 
100 mov plight ſ un) both han elt and courteous and in 
wealth far de pot Ke 0 eg 5 17 * whag xeaſon is tdere, why we 
would ref 1805 ook 5 ts their god will ſa much te be requir- 
ed with. * | map not ge counterbailed with our 


ta plap liabt et lobe, alas alas, 
I 10 Us L — it ber: N52 bus bel abide bp it. 
of liber kinos omen. to. lod i: foe — 

aungt de truſted, we cannet thin ber ſelf belobed, 
£d, dat ar cauſe. bat the ente foꝝ ſuch a vue 7; | thereſors 
eren your, up! 1 5 gt Wld Sour an worn, 
pit. „Abe. ws £1 euννt io beta, 
auld, dee m pvr compantye | > 
well to plead: fo: A — 

[4 
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 ButSzep recobered again the money that Cole dad loſt 3 But while 


Tom Dovecalledfoz muffek William of Moꝛceſler foz wife, Sutton 
fer bis delight tn bearing merry tales, Simon TE 
| * 


Of Thomas of Reading. 


new not how to anſtver, but ſaid they would put their burden t 


their conte lences, if they dealt un juni with rþem; and lo left them 
to their own wills. The women habing thus conquered their Pus- 


dands conceits., would not leave the fabour of theit friends fo? 


frowns , and as abode the reſt Tom. Dove was the molt pleaſanceft, 
ſo was be bad in moſt reputation with the w:men „ who for bis 
ſake made this Hong: 


% 


Welcomzto Towne, Tom Dove , Tom Duve, 
The merricft man alive ; 
Thy company fill we love, we love, 
God grant thee well to thrive ,* 
And never will depart from thee , 
For bettet ot worle, my joy, 
For thou (ſhale ftill have our good will, 
ſ Gods bleſſing on my ſweet boy. 

This ſong went up and down thzougb the whole Country, and at 
length became a dance among the common ſozt; ſs that Tom Dove, 
foz bis mteth and god feſlowſþip, was famous in every place. Now 
when they cams to London, tdey were wercome to the DaſtTarrit 
the Srant, and as ſon as they were aligdted, they were ſaluted by 
the Parchants , who waited their comming thither, and alwayes 
pzepared foz them a coſtly ſupper, wher# tdey commonly made their 
bargain, and upon eberp bargain made, they fl! uſed to ſend ſome 
rokens to the Clotdiers wtbes. The next mozning they went to the 
Pall, where they mer rhe Nozihern Clothiers, who grieted one ans · 
ther in this fozt. det my aden of tbe med well met: what 
cher: what cher ? Eden the beſt cheer our Parchants could yiak 
us (qd.Gray)Tben you could not chuſs but farewel,quoth Hodgkins, 
and you be weary of gur company, adteu, quoth Sutton. Not ſo, ſaſd 
Martin, but ſhall we not dade a game ert we go? pes faith fog an 
bundzed pounds, Well ſaid old Cole, Catd they : and with that Cole 


and Gray went to the dice with Martin and Kodgkins; and the dice 


running on Hodgkias fide , Coles money began rs waste. Ao by the 
Paſs , qd. Cole, mp money {þ/tnks as bad 8&'Noztbern Cloth. 


? were thus plaptng, the reſt being delighted inconrary matters, 
man ſatisfied bis den bumout. * - | . 


— — —— — 
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The pleaſant Hiſtory 

dim into tde bitchin and to the pottage pot be goes, fo2 be efteemed 
moze a meſs of pottage, then of a benifon paſty, How fir, Cutbert 
cor Kendal was ofanotber minde foz no meat pleaſed dim fo well 
as mutton, ſucd as was laced in a red petticoat. And you ſpall 
underſtand that alwayes when they went to dice, they got inta Bo- 
ſomes Inne, wbich was ſo called of dis name that kept it, who 
being a foul Loben, went alwayes with dis noſe in bis boſome,an) 
one band in bis pocket , tbe othercn lis ſtaff , figuring fozth a det. 
cription of cold winter: fox be alwayes woze twacoats , ttva caps, 
two 02 thzee pare of ſtcckings,, and a bigh pare of ſbes: oder the 
twhicy be dzew ona great pare of linedippers and yet would be oft 
complein of cold; whercfoze of-all men generally he was called ofd 
Boſome , and bis bauſe Waſc mes June. 

This limp of cold ice had lately married a poung wiſe, tvho was as 
wily as (þz was wanren-, and in ber company did Cuiberr only de; 
lgbrt and the better to rake paſſage to bis lo be, de would often thus 
commune with ber: J muſe god wife quoth be, Ga? wife quoth 
be? Uerily Sir, in mine one opinion tbere is none god but God, 
and thereſoge call me Wiſireſs, Then ſaid Cutber! fair Piſtris,, A 
babe afren muſed thet you being a pzoper women cculd ino in pour 
deart foz to match with ſuch a greazte Carle as tdis an ebilman- 
nered mate , a foi!) lump of gitcbingufi ; and ſuch a one 8s ig ind&d 
aſcozn of men 5 tow can you like bim that all wamen mii ins: of 
lobe uch a loathſome creature: methinks berily it (ould grit de 
pou te lend tim a kiſs : much moze to lie with bim; In dad Sr quotb 
þ2 , I bad but bard ſoztune in rdis refpect , dot my friends would 
babe it ſo, aud truly my lthing and me lob? tamerd bim dee alike, 
be neber bad the one, no: never ail get the at det :y8t J meg fe to 
pau, beſaze I married bim, tbere were divers pzoper poung men that 
wire ſutogs unto me, whe lobed me as their lides : and glad was 
be that could get my company, tboſe wert my golden dayes, wherein 
my pleaſure aboynde? , but thefe pears of card and grief, wborein my 
ſozrows ec. Now na man regards me, no man cares foz me, 
dun te ſpeak the truth, who dares ſhew it: and this is c double 
g1izf , becarries ober me (6 jealous aminde, tbat I cannot fed at 
man but peeſently be accuſeth. me of (nconfancy although, I pzoteft 
totthont cauſt. | = 

And iu troth ad. Catbect be ſuauld habe cauſe ta complain foz forte 
what, were Jas pou. As ſure, as Flibe and ta de all., qd-$e;4f 
be da not changt dis byas; Cutbert hearing ber ſay fo, began to grow 

farther in requeſting ber ſabour,, wiſ$jng de might de der 8 


Of Thomas of Reading. 
and ſecret friend , end the better to obtein bis dere, be gabe der 
divers gifts, in fo much thor ſhe degen ſome het to liſten unte bim/ 
ond üldett ſwe liked well of bis fperches, yet would (+ blame bim: 
and take bim up bery ſpt fomerimes fe rhe fame, till in the end, 
Cucbert þewed Himſelf to be deſperite : Caring be weuld djown 
bimſelf, rather then libe in her disdain. © my ſweer beart, not ſs 
quoth ſþe, God fozbid J could be tbe drarb of any man: Comſozt tbe 
ſelf uind Cubert, and take this kiſs in token of further kindneſs, 
am) if thou tot babe my C:b2ur , thou mutt be wiſe and efrenmſpect 
and in my Busbands ige t, J would alwa3yes bade thee to find favie 
wich my doings, blame my bad buswifry diſpzaiſe my perſon, and 
take exceptions at eber things whereby be wil be as well pleaſed, 
a of Southampton toith a meſs of pott age. 

Dest miſtreſs querb be, J will fü your Charge to the uttermos. 
fo that you will not take my f n in carneft Shee anſwered, T by foul- 
eft ſpeeches I will efteerm the faire, and tate ebery diſpzetle to be 8 
praſte from the, turning each word to the controry : and fo fox this 
time adteu god Curb. for ſuppet time datos ner and it is met fo: 
me to l to my meat. With that down comes old Boſorne caſting 
bis wife, ſaying, Di Wied is fupper ready: they bade done 
playing 8dobe t therefoze let tbe Chamberlain cober the T able; We 
ond by Pusband, queth ſþe, it ſpall be done fraight-way. Pow now 
my WVafſters who wins quoth Cutbert? Dur mouty walkes to the 
Men, quest Martia: Cole bath won 40. pounds of me, and Gray 
hath gotren wel: the beft is quord Hodgkins they wifi pay fog eur 
ſupper, then let us babe gon We of Sack, quoth Satton. Content 
fats Ce, fo I promiſe pou, I tribe not to grow rico b Dice plaping 
there foꝛe call foz what peu will, I wif! pay ſoz eff. Pea ſaid Simos! 
Chamberlain , Ape rhe bzi-g a whole bottle of pottege fog me. 

Now Tom Dove bad all the fidlers at a beck of bis fager, whicb 
follow dim up and down the City, as diligent as a little Chicken af- 
tera Pen, and made a bow that they ſhould want no Buick. And 
at that time there lived in London a Puſfcten of great reputstten, 
nemed Rejor, who keptbis Servants inſuch coſtly Garments,that 
they migbt ſem to comebeſoze any Pince. Theie Coats were all 
of one colour + and it ts fate, that efrerward the Nobility of this 

Land, noting itfor a r in like manner to Rep thetr 
men ail in one lib ry. This R j * was the moſt okilfuſleff Wuſictan 

that lived at thet time, whoſe wealth was very great, ſo that ail de 

Inuments wbeteen bis Serbants plaid, were richly garniſhed 

wirh audbe of #\ver , and ſome gold : the bows belonging to thtir 

8 2 Wiolines 


The pleaſant Hiſtory 
Glolines were all likewies of pure filber. Me was alſo foz bis 
wisdom called to great office in the City, who alte bilflded (at bis 
own coſt, the Pziozy and Poſpital of S. Bartholmew in Smithfield. 
His Servants being the beſt conſozts in the City were by Tom 
Dove appointed to play befoze the young Pzinces. Then ſupper 
de ing bzougbt to the boozd , they all ſat down , and by and by after 
comes up thetr Dat, who tok bis place among them : and anon af- 
ter the god wite ina red petticoat and a waſtcoat, comes amang 
tbem as white as a Lilly : ſaying , my Waſzzrs, you are welcome, 
I pzay you be merry. Thus falling cloſe to their meat, when they 
bad well fed , they found letſure to talk one with another: at wbat 
time Cutb. began thus to find fault, J wis, my Daft, quot be, you 
babe a wiſe buswife to pour wife, dert is meat dzeſt of a new fashion: 
God ſends meat, and the Dibel ſends Couks. Why what atles the 
meat, quoth (þe, ſerbes it not your turns? better men then your ſelf 
are content with all, but a paultry companion js wozlt to pleaſe. 
A wap you fluttiſh thing, qd. Cutberc, pour PuJband bath a ſweet 
Jewel of pou; J marvel ſuch a grave ancient man would match 
bimſelf wit h ſuch a poung giglot that bath as much banſomeneſs in 
ber, as god buswlifry, which is juſt nothing at all, Mell fir, ſaid 
be, in regard of my Pugbands pzeſence J am loath to aggravate 
anger, qtherbiſe J would tell thee thy own. Go to, what needs all 
this quoth the company 2 in god faith, Cutbert you are to blame, 
you find fault where none is. Tuch, I muſt ſpeak my mind, quotb 
Cutbert, I cannot difſemble , I truſt the god man thinks never the 
worſe of me: ſo J have bis god will, what the foul evil care X 
foz bis wifes. Enougb,quoth Tom Dove, let us with mufick remobe 
tbeſe bzabbles, we mean to be merry, and not melancholy. Then 
ſaid old Cole, Row truſt me, Cuibert, dot tolll babe pour Daſteſs 
and you friendsere we part: bers woman Jdzink to pou , and re- 
gard not bis werde, foz be is babbling whereſgeber be comes. Quotb 
the waman: Nothing griebes me ſa much, as that be ſhould thus 
openly chcck me: if be bad ſound any thing amiſs: be might bave 
ſpied a better time to tell me of it then now, J wis be need not 
thut my bad buswifry into my Pusbands dead: J live not ſo 
gutetly with him, God worzand with that tbe wept. Come Cutbert, 
quoth they, dzink to ber, and ſþake bands and be friends Come on, 
vou pling baggage, quoth be, I dzink to you , dere will you pledge 
me and abe hands : No , (quot we) A will tæ the choaktfirtt, 
zke bands with ther: J will ſhake bands with tbe Divel as ſon. 
G0 to, ſaid her Pusband, pou 111 babe bands with dim then: If 

| you 
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dau will not $abe bands, Ale ſake peu what peung buswils : 
Well busband, ſaid-ſþz, it becomes a woman 46 obey ber husband, 
in regard whereof J dzinh to hem. Thats well ſaid, quotb tbe com- 
pany : and ſo ſhe tobe her leabe and went don. And witbin a 
wbtle after they paid the ſhot and departed thence to Jacrats Mall, 
where they went to their lodging; and the next day ther toke their 
tay bomeward all together: and comming to Colebzwoke, they tobe 


up their lodging and it was Cole cuſtome to deliver bis money to 


the god wife of the bouſe to keep it till mozning : which in the end 
turned to bis utter deſtruction, as bereafter ſþall be ſpewed. 


How Grayes wife of Glocefter , with one or two more of her Neigh- 
bours went to the Fair, where Servants came to be hired, and how 
ſhe tooke the Earle of Shrewesburies Daughter into her Service, 
Chap- 11 L f * 

T was wont to be. an old cuſtome in Gloceſter-Þire, that at a 
certatn time in the pear, all ſuch young men and Paidens as were 
out of ſervice, reſozted to a fait that was kept ner Glocefter, there 
to be ready foz am that would come-to bire them, the poung men 
uod all on a row an the one fide, and the maidens on the other. It 
cams to paſs, that the Earle of Sbrewes-durtes Daughter, whoſe 

Father was lately baniſped, being dziben inte great diffreſs, and 

weary with trabel: as one whoſe delicate life was neber uſed to 

fuch tople : ſate ber down upon the bigh-way ide making this la- 
mentation; O falſe and deceitful wozld, quotb e /. who is in tde 
tbat wiſbes not to be rid of thee, foz thy extremities are great: 

Thou art deceitful to all and truſty. to none: Foztune is thy trea- 

ſurer, who ts like thy ſelf wabering and unconftant; the ſetteth up 

Tpranta, beateth down Kings : gibeth ſþame to ſome, and renown 

to others : Foztune giveth theſe evils, and we ſ& it not :, with 

ber bands ſbe toucdeth us, and we fel tt not: ſhe treades 08 un- 
der fot, and we knoly it not: ſhe ſpeaks in cur eares and we beer 


ber not: the cries aloud, and ws wnderſtahd ber not: And uhr? 


becauſe we know ber not, until miſery doth mate ber manifeſt. 


Ad my dear Father, well maiſt thou doe. Of all misfoztunes it 


is moſt unhappy to be foztunate :- and by this misfoztune rams mp 
ſall. Was ever god Lady dzongbt to this extremity ? bat is be- 
come of my rare jewels, my rich aray, my ſumptuous fare, mp wait» 
ing ſerbants, mp many;friends, and all mp-baine pleaſures 2 mp 
pleaſure is baniſbt by diſpleaſure, my friends fled live foes, my ter- 
bants gone, my feaſting turned to * mp rich arsy conſumed to 
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raggts; 
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-ragaes , and my jewels dech out my chfefett entmtes: therefyze 
of all things the munen Fate is best, pꝛoberty with furety ts better 
then! bonour mired with feor : fxing God bath eflotted me to this 
miſery of life, JI wif frame my Heart to embrafe bumility, end ca2- 
ry 4 mind anſweravie tomy misfoztunes, fie on this bame ririe of 
Lediſbip, bow little doth it able rhe diftreſſ:d? No, no, J muſt 
rberefoze forget my Birth and Perentege, and rbink no meze on 
my Fathers pouſe, where J was wont to be ſerved, now will 
learn? to ſerbe, and plaine Meg well be mp name, god Lozd grant 
J may get a goed ſervice; nay any fervice ſpall ſerve where J may 
babe meat, dzink, and apparel, She bad no ſooner ſpoken theſe 
words but {þe ſpted a conple of matdfng moze comming towards ber: 
who were comming to the faire : and bisding ber god mozrow, as- 
ed her if ſhe went to the fatre. Pea mozrp'quorb ſþ?, Jam a pee 
mans childs that ts out of ſervice, and J hear that at the Statute, 
folkes 00 come of purpsfe to bire ſerbants. True rt ts ſuid the G. 
dens, and ther go we ſoz the Came purpoſe, and would te glad of 
your et mpany. With a god will, end J am right glad of pours, 
ſaid ſhe, beſeching you good Hetdens, you will do me the fabour, 
to tell me what ſervice were beſt foz me: ſoꝛ the moze tio bleme mp 
parents, (hep would never put me fozth tqknow any thing. Why 
what can you ds (queth the Paldens ?) can por bzew and bake, made 
butter and cheeſe and rrape cozne wel: No terily ſaid Morgarec 
but N would be right glad to learne to do any thing whatſoever tt be. 
If pou could ſyix e: card, (aid another, ppu might do efxceſſent well 
with a Clotdier, t tbep dre the beſt fervices that brow, there 
you hall be fure to tare well, and to ve merf{y, 

Then Margerer wept, ſaying alas, what ſhaft Ido ? Was neber 
beugt up to the ſe things. What can you do nothing quotd they: 
Ko truly (quoth che) that is god foz en thing, but J con read 
and wortte, and ſow , fome shift J babe in wp nedle, and alittle 
on my Lute: but this J fe will pot me nothing: God Lozd 
quoth (hep, are peu bokiſþ2 we did never beer of a Bajo before, 
rbat could read and weite. And #lrbougbpov'can do no other thing, 
pet poſſibly pou may get aſerbice, 4f pu tan be bade pepic felf man- 
nerly. I pzap you quorb 8n»2ther ſieing , pon are beokifh!! win pou 
do fo mueb as to reed a love-letter fofent me? fo! Jar at'a 
"friends of mine with tt, end de wet Net at Home, and (0 I knew 

not what is in ir, I pter yen det me tte it, goth Karg wet, and I 
will wew pou, Wherevpon we re ade es folſotde th | wn 


O Ienny 


7 Lea IAog - F 
lay my. joy 1 die fam love, 
Ard now [ hea lay 215 

And theteſore, Ienm, I pray thee recite, 

Whece (hall I meet thee ſoon at night. 


For why, with my Maſter no more will I ſtay, 


Bt for thy Tove I will run away : 
O lenny, lenny, thou putreli me to pain, 
That thou no longer wilt here zemaine, 


I will wear out my (hooes of Neats-leather, 
But thou ard I will meet together 
And in ſpight of Fortune, Rat, or Mogſc, 
We will dwell together in one houle. 


For who doth not eſteem of thee, 
Shall have no ſcrvice done of me: 
Therefore good Ienm have a caze, 
To meet poor Fragment at the Fair. , 


a8 gd Toul {quoth Jew) t1 ia be CE: 
— that be 


great 
neighbour go with me and ls me dabe xt 
will ſaid ber neigdbour, end together . 
bietving the ma dens ovary, te tod ſpecial 
lieve the quoth, we, the rs hende a bery 
a mod-(t and comely countenance, Us 
the is as eber I I d upon-- - / 

The Paiden. Ling them, to 7 
that a ccarlet colour ober-ſpzpad ber 
xercetding, came unto ber, 
The maid with a lem c dure U, Auf 4 me 
it was eule cauſs of bet commiug. Can you 


u dol remove, | "> 
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god - wife Gray ? Truly Dame, ſaid ſþe, though my cunning therein 
be but ſmall, my god will to learne is grect, and J-truft my dfl/gence 
wall content pou. What wages wif! pou Take, quoth god-twifz 
Gray? J will refezre that, ſald Margret, to peur confrtence and 
courteſiz,defiring no moze then what F wall deterbe. Iden aszing 
what Countty- woman ſþe was, the matden wepr, ſaying : Ah god 
Dame, J was untimely bozn in Sbzopſþtre, of poz patents, and 
pet not ſo needy as unfoztunate, but death baving ended thetr ſoz- 
rowes, bath left me to the cruelty of theſe envious times, to fintb 
my Parents Tragedy with my rroublew: What ? maiden quoth 
ber dame, babe pou a care to do pour buſineſs, and to live in Gods 
fear, and pou ſhall bave ne care to regard foztunes frownes and ſo 
they went home togetber. | 

Now, ſo ſoone es the g@d-man ſaty bet, de asked bis wife where 
tþe had that Patden ? Sbe Catd at the Fatr. * amby' then quoth be, 
theu baſt bzougbe all the Fair away , and J doubt it were better foz 
zus to ſend the fair to ancther Town, then to kep the fatr bere. 


Thin 
i | e in 
my boſome, and tdereld get y 
'pzobioe + fervice where-yoſl mayy p. | 

© "The Soident bearing der Cay (6; le lf down 7 den, end be. 


ſought her, ſaying © ſweet Darke; be not 1e cruel to me, 0 tu 
me . e ee alas, I kfivl nor where'togo, v2 whit t 
do, ff. you ſaſade me: © let not the tub ing beauty of my face diſpoy! 
me of pour bor he Neef oy ”_= Swi on rt Ince, this 

my knife wall ofignre b and 48 duty as m 

deb th 1 5 | 1 to e be 

1 not ut hen ene eee 
Ede woman wing tbis,'coutd not forbear any” longer $9; could 
der Hater "tay inthe tome 67 weeping. © Well Margirce Cato ber 
| Dame, 
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Dame, (little knowing that a Ladyficled befoze ber) ufing thy ſelf 
well, I will keep th& and tbou walt babe my god will, ir thou gobern 
thy ſelf toith wisdom: and ſo ſpe ſent ber about ber bufineſs, Yer 
Þusband comming to ſupper ſaid, Pow now Wife art thou (0 
doubtful of me, that thou ba put away thy maiden? I Wis (qd. (þe) 
you area wiſe man, to ſtand pzaifing of a maidens beauty befoze bet 
face : andpou a wiſe woman qd. be, to grow jealous without a cauſe. 
Do to ſupper they went, aud becauſe Margarct ſhewed ber ſelſof fineR 
debablour among tbe reſt, be was appointed to wayt on the Table- 
And it is to be underſtood, that Gray did never eat bis meat alone, 
but will bad ſome of bis netghbours with bim, befoze whom be called 
bis maid , ſaying , Margirer, come hither. Not becauſe there was 
anotber of the ſame name in the houſe, ſhe made anſwer, I call not 
tou maiden, quoth be but Murgaret with the Lilly white hand: Af 
ter which time the was eber called ſo. 


ow the Kings Majeſtic nt for the Clothicrs, and ofthe ſundry ſa- 
vours which he did them. Chap. 4. 


Ing Henry pzobiding foz bis Wopage to France, againſt ang 


Lewis and Robert Duke of Nozmandie bis own VBzother,com- 
mitted the Government of the Kealm in dis abſence , to the SiÞop 
of Salisbury, a man of great wisdom and learning, whom the King 
eftemed bigbly , and after ard be thought geod foz to ſend foz the 
chief Clothiers of England , who accozding to the Kings appoinit- 
ment came the Court, and babing licence to come de ſoze bis Ma- 
jeſtie be ſpake to this effec, 

The ſtrength ofa King is the lobe and ſtie nd ſhip of bis people, 
and be governs ober bis Kealm mot ſurely, that ruleth juſtice with 
mercy, faz be ougbt to fear mam whom many do fear: there foze the 
Gobernours of the Common wealth ought to obſerbe two eſpecial 
pzecepts : the one is that they fo maintain tbe pzofit of the Com- 
mons, that whatfoeber in their calling they do, tbey referre it there. 
unto : the other, that they be altvipes as well careful over the whole 
Common-wealth as ober any part thereof; leſt while they uphold 
the one, the otbez be bzought to utter decay. Ls 

And foz ag much as J do underſtand, and babe partly fen that you 
the Clotbiers of England, are no ſmal benefit to the weal gublike, X 
thought it god to knolo from pour own mouths, if there be a 
not yet granted that map benefit pou, oz any other thing to b$ rf» 
Mobed that doth hurt you, Ay 1 hh 
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The great defire A babe to maintain you in your Trades hath 
meobed me be 0. LTherefoze boldly fay what you would have in 
the one thing oz the other, and J will grant it pon. 

With that, they all (fl down upon theirkn&s and deſired God to 
ſabe bis jette, and withal, requeſted thzte dayes reſpit to put fn 
their anſwer ! which was granted. And thereupen they departed. 
When the Clotdters dad weſlconffdered of theſe matters, at length 
they thought met to requeſt of bis Pajeftte foz their rſt benefit,that 
«ſl the Cloth meaſures thꝛougb the Land might be of one length, 
whereas to thefr great diſedvantage beſoze ebezy god town bay a 
ſeveral meaſure, the difficulty thereof was ſuc thar the could net 
keep them in memozy, no; know how to keep thetr reckonings. Th? 
ſecond thing whereof they found themſelbes griebed, was this that 
the people would not take crackt money , though jt were neder ſo 
god falver : whereupon it came to paſs that the Clotbters and diders 
others , receiving great ſums of monep, it ſerbed them to no uſe, 
becauſe it Would not go currant, but layupon thetr bands without 
mMofit oz benefit, whereof they pꝛaped refozmation. The third was 
a grief, whereof Hodgkins of Þalifar complained, and that was: 
That whereas the Town of Þaltfax libed altogether upon Clerbing, 
6 by reaſon of falfe bozderers,s other ebil minded perſons; cher were 
oft robbed , and bad thetr Clothes carried out of their fields, wbere 
they were dying: Chat it would pleaſe bis Pajeftie to grant $ Town 
this pziblledge. That whatſoeber be wastbat was taken dealing 
their cloth, might pzefently without any further tryal be banged up. 
ben the day of thetr appearance appzoacbed, the Clothters came 
beſoze the Ring , anddelivered up their Petitton in wziting, which 
bis Pajeſtte moft graciouſly peruſing , ſaid be was ready to fulfill 
their requeſt ; and therefoze foz the firft point of their Petition, 
de called foz a ſtaff to be bzought bim, and meeſuring thereupon the 
jus length oſ bis ownorme , delivered tt to the Clotdiers : ſaying 
this meaſure wall be called apard, and no other meaſure thzotwour 
all the Neem of england, wall be ufed fog the ſame, and by this 
wall an men tun and tell, and we wil to pzobide, that whoſoeber be 
be that abuſeth our ſubjects by any falſe meaſure, that be (ball not 


to tate pou of your grief (ot crackt money) 
tdep accormt crict mouey not currant : 
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gibe pzeſent charge that all the monep thozow the Land ſpall be it, 

and ſa pou ſhall ſuffer ns loſs. 

But now foz your laſt requeſt ſoz the Town of Þalifax : where by 

theebs peur clothes are often tolne from you,ſting the Lotos already 
ed in that caſe, are not ſufficient ts keep men in awe, it is in- 

did bigh time to babe ſþarper puniſþment foz them. 

With that Hodgkins unmannerlp tnterrupted the King, ſaying in 


bzoade Nozthen pech. Pea gude faith, may Liedg, the faul eule of 


may faul giff any thing will deep them wbiat till the karls be bang- 
ed by the cragge. What the dule care thep foz bozing tbeir epne , 
ſea lang as they map go groping up and down the Countrey like 
fauſe lizar lownes begging and cracking ? ; 

The King ſmiling to dear thts rougb beton fellow make this re- 

ply : Content thee Hodgkins, fog we will babe redzeſs fog all 3: al- 
de tt that banging of men tvas ne ber ſeen in England yet ſ&ing tbe 
cqqrupt wozld is grown moze bold in all wickedneſs, I think it not 
amiſs to ozdain this death foz ſuch malefactoes : and peculiarly to 
the Town of Palifax ; I give this pzibiledge that whoſoever then 
find dealing their Cloth, being taben with the goods, that without 
further judgement they (þall be banged up. 
Thus (ſaid our King) IJ babs granted what you requeſt, and if 
bereafter, pou find any other thing that may be go fog pou, it walt 
be granted ; ſoz no longer would I defire to libe among you, then I 
babe care foz the good of the Common-w4alth : at tobich wozds end- 
ed, the Ring roſe from bis ropal Thzone , wdile the Clotbiers on 
their antes p;ayed foz both bis health and bappy ſucceſs, and ſhetoed 
themſelves moſt thankful foz bis Pigbnefſes favour. Pis Pajeſtie 
bending bis body towards them, ſaid that at bis home return, be 
would (by the gracs of God) bit them. 


How the Clothie: s had provided a ſumptuo2s feaſt for the Kings Sore, 
Prince Viliam and Prince Kobert , at Gernads Hall : ſh:wing allo 
what chance b:fel Cat! ers of K endal at that ſame inliant , Chap. 5+ 


he Clot] iers departing from the Court in a merry med, joyſul 

of their god furceſs, each one to other pzaiſed and magn'fted 

the Kings great wisdom and bertue,commending alſo bis afability 
and gentle diſpoſition, ſo that Hodgkins affirmed on bis faitb, that 
de bad rather ſpeak to the Rings Wajeſtie then to many Juſtices of 
peace. Indeed (ſaid Cole) be is a mot mild and merciful Pzince , 
and I pzay Sed he map long reign = us, Amen ſatd the * S 
2 n 
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ThenTfaid Cole, p Paſters, ſball we fozget the great courteſte of 
the Kings Sons, tboſc ſweet and gentle Pꝛinces that fill ſbewed us 
fabour in our ſuite ? in mp opinion, it were reaſan fo gratiffe them 
in ſome ſozt, that we map not viterly be condemned of ingratitude : 
where foze- Cif pov! think god we lll prepare a banquet foz thewpat 
our Daſt Garrais, who as you know, bath « fair bouſe , and godle 
roms. Beides, the man bimſelf ts ofa moſt couragtous mind and 
god bebavioz „ ſuffictent to entertain « Pzince ; bis wife alſo is a 
dainty fine cok: all which confidered, J know not a fitter place in 
London, *Tis true, quoth Sutton, and tf the reft be content, J am 
pleaſed it ſþall be ſo. At this tber all anſwered, yea, fog quoth thep, 
it will not be paſſing fozty ſpillings a peice, and that we (þall recober 
in our crackt money. 

Being thus agreed, the feaſt was pt partd. Tem. Dove qd. they, 
we will commit the pzobiding of mufick to the, and J, ſaid Cole, 
will invite divers of our Perchants and thefr wives to the ſame. 
T bat is well remembzed ſaid Gray. Upon this they called to their 
Daſrand Daſteſs, ſhewing their detarmination, who moſt willingly 
ſaid all things ſbould be made ready, but J would babe two dapes li- 
berty, ſaid the god wife, to pepare my bouſe and other things. 
Content ſatd the Clothiers, in the mean ſpace we will bid our gueſts, 
and diſpatch our other affaires. But Simon of Southampton charged 
bis Þoſteſs,, that in any caſe ſpe ſhould not fozget to make good 
doze of pottage. It ſpall be done quotb ſþe. 

It is to be remembzed, that wbile this pzeparation was in band that 
Cutb. of Kendal bad not fozgot bis bindneſs to bis Daſteſs of Soto. 
mes Inn. Tberefoze finding time conventent when ber Þusband 
was oberſeeing bis bay makers, be greeted her in this ſozt: Swe#t 
boſteſs, though J were the laſt time J was in town, oberbold with 
pou, pet I bope it ws not ſo cofffnſtbe to you as pou made bew foz. 
Wold, mp Cutbert, quoth ſhe, thou baſt bowed thy ſelf my Þerbant 2 0 
ſo being. you are not to be blamed foz doing what J wil'd you, By mp 
bonefty, J could not cbuſe but ſmite to my ſelf,ſo ſon as J was out of 
tbeir übt, to think bow pzettily pou began to bzabble. But now qd. 
be, we will change our chidings to kifings , and it bereth me that 
theſe cherry lipps ſpould be ſubject to ſuch a Lobcock ag thy busband, 

Subjec to dim quoth b:: In faith ür no, J will bave my lipps at 
as mucb liberty as my tongue, the one toſay what J lift, e the other 
to touch whom J lite: In trotb ſpall J tell td# \, Cutb. the churles 
beard ſmells to ſtrong, that J care as much fox kifſing oſbim. as foz 
loking on dim: it is ſuch a misþapen mizer, g ſuch a bundle _ 

| neſs, 
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lineſs, that I can never think on bim without ſpitting. Fle upon 
dim, would my friends bad cazrted me to my grave, when thy went 
with me to the Church, to make bim my busband» 
ding a few difembling tears, ſþe ſtopt. WMbat, my ſwet Wiſtreſs 
(quoth be) wp you ? Nay fit down by my fide, and 4 will ung 
ther one of my Country Jigges to make thee mezry, 


And (0 ſhed. 


Wilt thou in 


| fatth (quoth ſhe?) Pes berily ſafd Cutbert : and in troth quoth the, 
if you fall a finging, J will ng with pou. 
fo ſuddenly change your note quoth Cutbert then have at it. 


Man. DLV have I lov'd this bonny Laſs, 


Man. 


Worm. 


Man. 


Wom. 


Min. 


Worm. 


Wom. 


Man. 


| Min. 


While they were ünging this ſong, ber bus 
| den come dome, ad ſecretly in a cozner and beard all, and 
N bimteif with both bis bands, ſafd O abominadle diffimulatton, 
| monftrous hypocriſte, and are you in this humour: can you bzabble 
together and (Ing together? Well T's de, I will let them * 

3 


Worm. 


Yet durfinot ſhew the ſame. 
Therein you prove your ſelf an Afs, 
I was the more to blame. 

Yet ill will remain to thee, 
Trang dilly do, trang dilly ; 
Thy friend and lover lecretly 
Thou ate my own ſweet bully. 


But when {ball I enjoy the 
delight of thy faire love ? 


Even when thou ſeeſt that fortune doth, 


all manner lets remove. 
O I will fold thee in my arms, 
Trang dilly do, trang dilly, 
And keep thee fo from ſudden harms, 
Thou art my own ſweet bully, 


My hutband he is gone from home, 
you know it very well. 
But when will he return again ? 
In truth I cannot tell. 
If long he keep him out of fight, 
Trang dilly do, trang dilly. 
Be ſure thou (halt have thy del ht. 
Thou thou art = bonny laſſic. 


T hat is well pou can 


band being on a ud 


* 
*z 
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fs -4 little moze ef their knavery., Never did Cat watch mauce to 
nazrowly, as J will watch them: And ſogoing 4uto the bitchin, be 
a9sbed bis wife if it were not dinner time. Even by and by busband 
(querh ſhe) the meat will be ready peeſently, afrer comes in Hudg- 
Kn and Martyn, who ſttaigbt aszed [02 Cub. of Kandal Anſuer wass 
made, that be was in bis chamber. o when thes bad called him, 
tbe» went to dinner: then they requeſted that thele Paſt and Da- 
ſtaſs would fit with them. 

Puohandſaith be, you map go if pou pleaſe, but as ſoz we, A will 
defire pardon, Nap, gOd-wife, go up ſatd ber husband. What wee 
man, you myſt bear with pour gueſts. Why buaband, queehe ſbe do 
you think that any can bear with the flirts and framps, which that 
N22tbern tike gave me tde laſt time be was in Town : now God 
Fozgibe me, J bad as lief ſe the Divel as ſ& dim: thefoze good 
busband go up pour ſelf, andlet me alone, foz in faith, J wall neber 
abide ibat jack while J lide. Wpon vbeſe w awap went ber 
dusband, and thougb be ſatd little, he thought the moze. Now when 
be came up bis gueſts bad him welcome: J pea 26u fit doton gad 
mine Daſt, quoth they, where is pour wife ? t, will the fit with 
us? No v2rily ſaid be, the foliſþ woman bath taken ſure a difplea- 
ſure againſt Cutbert, that ſbe ſoears ſhe will not come in your com- 
pany. As it ſo, ſaid the other ? then truſt me we are all well agreed: 
and I ſwear by my Fathers ſale, quoth be that were it not mtr geod 
will to you, then lobe to her, J would neber come to your Pouſe 
moe. A believe it well, ſaid old Boſome. And ſo with other com- 
munication they dzode out the time, till dinner was ended. 

After they were riſen, Martin and Hodgkins got them fozth about 
their afaires, but Cutbert tek big Daſt by tbe hand taping my Daft 
Ile go talke with pour wife ; ſoz my part I had thought we had ben 
friends: but ſ&ing her cemack is ſo big, and ber beart ſo great, A 
will ſe what ſhe will ſap to me; and with that be ſtept into the Rit- 
chin, ſaping, God ſpeed pou Daſt is, Jt muſt be when you are abap 
then, ſaid ſhe, What is your reaſon (aid the other? Wecauſe God 
ne ber comes where knaves are pzeſent. Sip geodlp dzaggle taile, 
quoth he, bad I ſuch a wife; J wolildpzeſent.der tallow face to the 
Didel foz a candle. With that Þ8 bent ber bzowes, and-like a Fury 
of Pell hogan to flie at bim, ſaptug, Nuby pou gag ttb jack, you 

inching companion, gat thi out of mp Kizching quickly, oz with 
my yolwdged beef-bzoth A will make pour hate as bald as. 8 frpers. 
16 gone .quoth be ? thou alt not bid ms tinict: aut pou 
matze pour husbands þais grow thogow his ＋ 
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I doubt + and with that be got dim into the ball, and fat bim down 
cn the bench by bis Daft, to whom de: Tts pitty my Paſt, that 


your aged years that lobes quietneſs, ſhould be troubled with ſuch a 


ſrolding quean. I, Cod dely me, God help me, quoth the old man 
and to went towards the ſtable': which bis wife watching, ſuddenly 
fept cut end gabe Cutbett à kiſs. 

within en bour after, the old man craftilp called ſoz bis Nag to 
ride to the field ; but as ſoone as be was gone, Curdert and bfs 
Daſteſs were ſuchgeod friends, thar they got into one of the ware- 
bouſes, and lockt the dog to them : but her bustand baving ſet a 
ſpite foz the purpoſe, ſuddenly turned back, and called fog a capcaſe 
which lay in the More · douſe. The ferbant could not find the Key by 
any means, Whereupon be called to have the lock bzobe optn. 
wbich they within bearing opened tbe dz of their oon accozd. 
S0 ſcone es der busdand eſpytd her in that place, with ad n 
be fuld: © paſſion of my beart, what do pou here: what pou to 
that cannot abide one r? what make you fo cloſe togetber ? 
ispour cbiding and repling, bzabling, and bzauling, come to this: 
D what difemblers are theſe ! mb my Daft, quoth Cuiberr, what 
ned pou take the matter ſo hot ? I gabe a chte to my Country-man 
Hodgkins, to lay up, and delivery it to ppur wile to be Kept : and 
then is it not reaſon, that ſþe ſhould come and ten me my cherte? D 
quoth the old man, beltke the doog was lockt becaute the {þoold 
not run away, The dvoz ſaid his wife, unknown to us clapt to tt 
ſelf, and babing a ſpzing lock, was pzeſently fad. Mell dut wife 
quoth de, I will give pou as much credit as a Crocodile, but a fo; 
your companion, I will teach dim to come bither to look Cheeſes. 

And with that be canfed dis men to take bim preſently, and to. 
bind him band and foot. Which being done, they deo dim up in 
a bagket into the ſmoky lover of the ball, and there they did let bim 
bang all that night, even tin the next day dinner time; whey be 
ould bave dien at ide banquet with the Pꝛinces: foz ntitber Hodg- 
kirs noz Martin could intreat their tnfilamed Tad to let bim daten. 

And in ſuch a beat was be dziben wird dzatwing dim up, trat be 
was fain to caſt of bis gownrs, bis coates and two pafte of bis 
ftockings, to coole bimfelf, making a bot he ſhould bang there (e- 
ben years, except tbe Kings Sons came in perfon to dig bis par- 
don which moſt of all griebed Cutbert. Mben Cole and the reſt of 
the weſterne Peomen heard bereof, they could not chuſe but laugh 
to think that be was taken tardy. 
The pong Pzinces habing given pzomiſe to be with the Clothi- 
ers 
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ers kept their houre : but when all the reſt went to give them en- 
tertaiment, Simon wos ſo buſie in ſupping bis not tage that be coulo 
not ſpare ſo much time. Which when. the Pzinces ſaw, with a, 
miltng countenance they (aid, Sup Simon ther's god both: oz 
elſe be ſþ;ew dur Daſteſs, quoth be, neber looking behind dim to ſee 
tho ſpaze, till tbe Pꝛince clapt bim on the ſwoulder. But god Lozd 
bow blanck be was when be ſpied them, knowing not dow to excuſe 
the matter. 

Well, the Pꝛinces baving ended tbeir Banquet, Jarrac comes, and 
with one of bis hands to the Table of füxtæn fit long quite from 
the ground over their beads, from.befoze the Princes, and ſet it on 
— * fide of the Pall, to the great admiration of all them that 

eld it. 

The Pzinces being then ready to depart, the Clotblers mobed 
them in pleaſant manner, to be god to ene of their company, that 
did neither fit, 1ye no; ſtand. Then be muſt needs bang, quoth the 
P;inces, And to bedoth, moſt excellent Pzinces, quoth they ; and 
therewitbal told them tbe whole matter. Wllben they beard the 
ftozy down to Boſomes Inne they go, where loking up in the roof, 
ſpied pwoz Cutbert pinned up in a bagket , and almoſt ſmoaked to 
death, who although de were greatly aſbamed, pet moſt pittifuſly 
begged that be might be releared. 

bat is bis treſpaſs ſaid the Pzince ? Nothing if it wall like 
pour gzace, quoth be, but foz Ioking foz a cbeſe 2 But be could not 
find it without mp wife, ſaid the god man: the villain bad lately 
dined with mutton, and could not digeſt bis meat without chere, foz 
which. cauſe. I babe made bim lad theſe twenty boures, to the end 
" may babe a better tomack to eat bis dinner, then to uſe dal- 

ance. 

Let me entreat pou, quoth the Pzince, to releaſe dim: and if 
eber bereafter pou catch dim in the cozn, clap bim in the pound. 
Pour Gzace ſhall requeſt 02 demand anp thing at my band, ſaid the 
old man ny ſo Cutbert was let don unhound, but toben be was looſe, 
de bowed never to come within that moe. And it is ſaid, the 
ed man Boſome ozdaintd , that in rememhzance of this. d&d , evberp 
Fear once, all ſuch as came thither ta ask foz chaſes, ould be (s 
ſerbed: which thing is to this day bept. 
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How Simons wiſe of Southampton, being wholly bent to pride and plea- 
ſute, tequeſted her Hasband to fee London, which being granted, how 
ſhe got good. wiſe Sutton of Salisbury to go with het, who took Crab to 
go along with them, ind how he prophecicd of many things. Chap. 6. 


Ve Clothiers being all come from London , Sutcons wiſe of 
Soutbampton , who was with ber Pusband very merry and 
pleatant, bzake ber mind unto him in this ſozt : 

Sed Lozd, Pusband, will pou never be to kind as let me go to 
London with you ? ſpall I be pend up in Soutbampton like a parrat 
in a cage, 0zaCepon in acwop? J would requeſt no moze of you in 
lieu of mp pain, carkandcare, but to hade one weeks time to ſee 
that fair City; what is this life, if it be not mixt with ſome delight, 
and what delight ts moze pleaſing then to ſ the faſpions and man- 
ners of unknown places? Thereſoze god Pusband, if thou lobeft 
me, den not this ſimple requeſt. Pou know JI am no common gad. 
der, noz babe oft troubled you with travel. God knows, this may be 
the laſt thing that eber J ſþall requeſt at your bands. 

Woman,quoth be, JI would wiſlingly ſatisfie pour dcffre,but you 
know it is nat conventent foz both of us ts be abzoade, our charge is 
fo great, and therefoze our care ought not to be ſmall. If pou will 
go pour ſelf, one of mp Pen ſþall go with you and money enougb 
you ſhall babe in pour purſe ; but to go With pou mp ſelf, pou ſi 
my buſineſs will not permit me. 

Þusband , ſaid ſþe, I accept pour gentle offer. and it may be J 
wall entreat my goſſip Satcoa to go along with me. I ſh ill be glad 
quoth ber Pusband, pzepare pour feif when you will. 
Then ſpe bad obtained this. licence the Cent ber man W.aſell to 
Salisbury to know pf god-wife Sutton if ſþe would keep ber com- 
pany to London. Suttons wife being as willing to go, as ſþz was ts 
requeſt, never reſted tilt ſhe bad gotten leave of ber Pusbend; tbe 
wbich tohen- he bad obtained, caſing in ber mind their pleaſure 
woiyd he (mall , being but the twain + thereupon tbe wily woman 
ſent. gesters by collerick Crack ber man, dotb to Gr. ys weit and 
Filz llans wife , thit they Wauld mert them at Reading, -wha like» 
ing well of tbe match, conſented, and did ſo pzovide that they met 
&ccogding: te p2omile at Keading., and ſrom thence with Col s wtie 
they went gltogetber, with each of them a man to London, tach one 
tiking up their lodging with a ſeveral friend, 1 

ben the Perchants of London underſtod they were in Loton, 
they tnbited them eber day home q their owne houſes, where they 
bad 
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bad delicate god cher: and when they went abz08d to ſ& the com 
modittes of the City,tbe Percbans wives eber boze rhemcompany, 
being attired moſt dainty and fine : lwbleb when the Clothters wibes 
did rex, it grlebed their bearts chey bad not the like. 

How, when tbey were bzought inte Cheap-ſide,tbere w'th great 
wonder they beb:1d the eps of rhe Goldſmiths; g en the other lie“, 
the wealthy Wercers , whoſe ops wine) with all ſozts of coloured 
likes: in Watling dreet they biets2d the great number of Deap- rs: 
in t. Martins, - Shoomaters t at St. Nicholas Church, the fir {+ 
wand les: at the end ofthe old Change the Fid-mongerss in 
Candle we#k-fir&r., the Weavers : then we came into the Þ-wes- 
Art, where al the Jewes did inbabit: then they came to Backwel- 
Þaſl ; where the Country Clothie ts did uſe to mæt. 

Afcerwards they pzoc&deo , and came to t. Fauk Chureh, whofe 
Reple was Co bigh , that it ſeemed to peitee th? Clouds, on the top 
whereof,was a great and mighty Meetter - et cà, of cleane fllber,tte 
which norwtthtan>ing ſiemed as ſmall as a fp2rrow to mens epes, 
tt d fo exceeding high, the which geovly weather-cock afrerw1-25 
was ſtoine away , by a cunning Cripple , who found meatz2<®2 
nightto climbeup to the top ofthe ftteyle, and to it down + with 
the which, and a great ſome of money which be bad got together by 
begging in bis life-time, be bullded a Gate on the Nozth-(ie of the 
City, which to this day is called Cripple-gare. 

From thence they went to the Tower of London , which was 
bullded by Jalws Czſir , who tons Emperour of Wome, And there 
they de held ſalt and win, which bad lain there ever ance the Ro- 
mans indated this Land, which was many years befoze our Sabtour 
 Chzi> was bozn, tbe Wine was grown fo thick , that it might 
babe bien cut like a Yellp. And in that place alſo they aw the money 
that was made of lcather , which in actent ttme went currant 
amongſt the people, - 

When they pad to theit great conteritation bebely all this , they 
repaired to thetrfodgings, daving alſo a ſumptuous — 0) rnd 
ed foz them, with ll belight that might de. And pou! haft under⸗ 
tand, that when tbe Country Weabers,wbich came up with their 
Dames, ſaw the Wieab*rs of Candle -w ſtreet, they bad great 
deffre pzefently to babe tome conferenee with them 5 and thus one 
degan to challenge the other foz wozhmandip : quorh Weaſel, Jle 
wozk with any of you all fog a Crown , tabe me ff peu dare, and 
be that mates bis pardof cloth fooneft, Hall have fr. Pou afl be 
wought withal, ſaid the other, and if tt were foz ten crownes : — 
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we will make this bargain , that each of us wall winde their own 
quils. Content quoth Weaſel: and (6 ts web thep went, but Weaſel! 
lol. Whereupon another of them tech the matter in hand, who loſt 
likewiſe : ſo that the London! Weabers triumpbed agus the 
Country Weabers, caſting fozth dibers fruwps..- . 

Alas po feflows,quotb thep pour bearts are gd, but your hands, 
are ill. CLuſß the fault was in their legges,quoth another, p2ay you 
friend, were pou not bozn at dome: Why do you ash, quoth fell ? 
Becauſe,faid he, the biggeſt place of your legge is next to your ſhoe. 

Ctabbe bearing this being Chaleric d of nature, chafdd like a man 
of Lab at the Carr, and be wages with them four crowngt0 twain : 
the others agreed, to work thap-go 4- dut Crab cunquerid them all. 
whereupon the London Weabers were nipt in the head Kke birds, 
and bad not 8 wozd to ſap, 

Now, ſaith Crab as we babe lest nothing, ſo you babs bonn nothing, 
and becauſe I know peu cannot be right Weabers.excepe.you be g 
fellows, therefoze if pou will go with us. d. will deſtolo the Ale upon 
you. That is ſpoken like a gd fellow, and like a Weraber'quotd the 
other. o along they went an it were to the fl an ot the Ked Croſs. 

Tben they were ſet down, 6 bad dzunk well, they began merrile 
to peattle 5 to extoll Crab to the hies. Wohereupon Grab p;oteſted, 
that be would come e dwell among them Nay that mut not de, ſato 
a London Weaber : the King bath giden us pzibiledge, that none 
ould lide among us, bit ſuch as ferbe ſeven-years id London, 


— that Crab «ccozding ty dis ci manner of pzopherying , ſaid 
thus: 


1 day is very ner at have, |. | 

When as the King of this ſain Lund, 

Shall priviledge you more den % 

Then Weavers ſhall in ckarlet gp, 

And to one brothes-hood be brought , 

The tilt that nin London wrought , 

When other Tast are by your tame., 

Shall covet all to do the fans. 

Then (hall you all live-wanddtous well, 

But this one thing 1 ſhall you te, 

The day will come before the dom 

In Candle-week-fgrer ſhall aud no loom. 

Nor any Weaver dwelling ieee 

But men that ſhall more — 1&4 
2», .:4d fl ' aft For 
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For Clothing ſhall be fore deciyd, 
And men undone that uſe that trade, 0 
And yet the day ſome men ſhall ſee, 
This trade again (hall raiſed be. 

When as Bzyliftc of Sarum town , 
Shall buy and purchaſe Biſhops down. 
Where there never man did ſow, 


' Great ſtore of goodly corn ſhall grow : 


And Wong, that makes all colours found , 
Shall ſpring upon that barren ground. 
At that ſame day 1 tell you plain, 
Who ſo alive doth then remain, 
A proper Maiden they ſhall ee, | 
Within the town of Salisburie , | | 

Of favor [weet and nature kind , 
With goodly eyes, and yet Auth blind, 
' This poor blind Maiden i do fay , 

In age (hall go in tich array. 
And he that takes her to his wife, 
Shall lead 2 joyful happy life , 
The wealthieft Clothier ſhall he be, 

That ever wis in that Country. 
But Clothing kept as it hath been, 
In London never ſhall be (een : 
For Weavers then the moſt ſhall win, 

That work for clothing next the skin. 

Till pride the Common- wealth doth peele , 
And cauſeth huſwives to leave their wheel, 
Then poverty upon each fide , 

Uato thole work-men ſhall betide. 

At that tim: from Eagles neſt , 

That proudly builded in the Weſt, 

A ſort (hill come with cunning hand, | f 
To bring firange weaving in this Land, | 
And by their gaines that great will fall , a 
They ſhall maintain the Weavers Hall : 

Bat long they (hall not flouriſh fo , 

But folly will them overthrow. 

And men ſhall count it mickle ſhame, 

To bear that K nd of Weavers Yrajie 

And this as ſure ſhall come to pee, 
As here is Ale witkin this glaſs. 
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when the filly ſouls that fate about bim beard bim ſpeak in this 
ſozr, they admired, and bonoured Crabbe foz the ſame. What mp 
Wadlers, ſaid Weaſel, do pou wonder at theſe wozds ? be will tell 
you twenty of theſe tales, fo; which cauſe we call him our c-nvas 
Pꝛopbet : bis attire fits bis title, ſaid they, and we neber beard 
tbe like fn cur lives: and if this (ould be true, it would de Qrange- 
Doubt not but it will de true, quoth Weaſel ; for Ile teſl you whar, 
be did but once ſ& our Nick kiſs Nel, and pzefently be pewed out 
this time: 


That kiss, O Nel, G<d give thee joy, 
Will nine months hence breed thee s boy. 


And Ile tell pou what you ſhall hear: we kept reckoning, and it 
fell out as juſt ag Joancs buttochs on a cloſe-ſtwle, foz which cauſe 
our Paides durſt never kiſs a man in dis fight : upon this they 
bzoke company, and went ebery one about bis buſineſs, the Lon» 
don Weabers to their frames and the Country fellowes to thetr 
dames, who after- their great banquetting and mezriment, went 
every one home to their own houſes, though with leſs money then 
they bzougdt out yet with moze pzide. 

Efpectaſly Simons wife of Southampton, toho told the reſt of ber 
Goſſips , that ſþx ſaw no reaſon, but that their busbands ſhould 
maintain 'them , as well as the Merchants did thetr wibes : fox I 
tell you what, quoth (þe, we are as pzoper women (in myconcett ) as 
the pzoudeft of them all; #s þandſome of body, as fafr of face, our 
legges as well made, and our f&t as fine; then what reaſon is there 
(ſeing our busbands are of as god wealth) but we ſþoyld be as weſl 
maintained ? . | * 

Pou ſap true Sotſip, ſaid Sattors wife: tut me, it made me 
blufþ, to ſ& them bzabe it out fo geilantly, and we to go ſo bomely : 
but defoze God, ſaid the other, I will bab? my busband to buy me 
a London Gown , . oz in faith be ſhall babe little qutex , fo ſhaft mine 
ſatd ana tber: And mine to, ' quorh the third: and M1 of them kung 
tbe ſame note : to that: when they came home eit busbends hed 
ns litile ta do: Ecpeciaſiy $ mon,” whole wilt Felhy lap at bim to 
London apparel to w dom he fad, Swd"'wirkiart be content, ſet un 
go accoding to dur place and ability: what wiſtche-Bailrffes think, 
if I ſhould pzanke the up like a Peacocd, and — in thy attire ſur · 
paſs tbeir twivos ? thepi would effber'tbinkY” f oz elfe ther 
I bad moze money then J could wel ut det J pet the 
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' Wife,” that ſuth as are in ther pouth Palers, do pobe in their ag? 
Qarke beggers. 

Bette that, it is enough to raiſe me up in the Kings-bok , fog 
many times mans coffers are judged by their garments : why, we 
are Country- ales, and muſt kEp our ſelves in god compaſs ; Gray 
ruſtet, and god bemp ſpun cloth doth beſt become us ; I tell the 
wife, it were as undecent foz us to go Itke Londoners as it is fog 
Londoners, to go like Courtiers. 

aWbat a cople hep you, quoth (he ? are not we Gods creatures 
as well as Londoners ? and tbe Kings ſubjects, as well as they? 
then finding our wealth to be as good as theirs, he Hould we not 
go as gay as Londoners? No, bughand, na, bete is the fault, we 
att kept without fr, only becauſe our busbands be not ſo kind ag 
Londaners.: why man, a Cobler there keps bis wife beter then 
the be Clotbier in this Count rep: nay, I wlll aFirme it, that the 
London Dyſter-wibes, and the bert Ritchin-ſtuffe cryers do e cd 
us in deir Sundapes attitre : nay, megt then that, I did ſi tbe e. 
terbearers wiſe, wbich belongs to one of our Perchanes, come in 
with a Tankerd of Water on ber ſhoulder , and pet balt a 
Gold rings on her fingers. You may then thiub, wife (quoth be) 
pe got them not with joleneſs. 

But wiſe, pou muſ} conſider what London ta, tbe chief any ca- 
pital Citp of all the Land, à place on the wbich al drangen ca 
tbetr eyes, it ts (wife) the Kings chamber and bis Pajeſties 
feat: to that City repaires all Navions under Þeaven. 
it is mot met and conbemtent , ther the Citizens ot ſuch a City 
would not go in their apparel like Peaſants, but foz tbe credit of 
our Ceuntrep, weare ſuch ſ\xmely babits, 4g do c@rp' gravity and 
comelineſs in the epes of all bebolders. But if we of ebe Tountrp 
went (0 (quorh $2) were it not as greet crevit oz the Land as tbe 
other? Woman, guoth ber busbend, it is altcgetber n&dleſs, and 
in dibers rc{pecs it may not de. by then I Ney you, quord the, 
let us go dwell at London, A word ſone ſp»ken, ſaid der busband, 
dut not Co ease to be perfezmed: therefoge wife, I pzay the bold 
the pzating , foz thy talbe is fœliſh : yea bugband your. eld churltih 
condiitons will nobec be left, pow hip me bert Ut a driidge and a 
doll, and ſ@ pou map hep pore money iu pour purſe, pow care not 
fag pour credit, but befoge J wifi go ſo like a 'Þepbeardes. I wfil 
firſt go naked : and I tell pou plain, I fcopne it greatly, that pou 
{þould clap a gt Gown en my bach, as if I bed net dzought you 
b perics : dete I wis married, you ſtvo2e Dm 
e 1 
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thing that I ecqueAtd, butnow all is fozgotter, And in ſaping ibis, 
ſhe went in, and tone after ſhe w2s ſo fick that needs ſpe muſt ga fo 
bed: and when ſþe was laid, {þe dzabe gut that night with many 
griebous greanes, us bing and ſobbing, end no tet ſe could roke, 
Gad wot. And in the moxning toben ide ſpauld rife, the god (cul ell 
down in a ſown, which put ber Pajdens tn a great fright, who run - 
ning down to their Paſter, eryed cut: Alas, ales our Dame is d:ad, 
nur Dame fs dead. The god-man 288 this, ran up in all bane, 
and thers fell to rudeing and chang of ber temples ſending foz 
aquav.iz, and ſaying, Ab my fwet-beart, ſpeak to me ged-wiſe, 
alach, alack, call in the Neigbbetrs, you qut ans, queth be, With 
that ſhe liſt up ber bead. fetching a great groane , and pzeſently 
fwouned again, and much ado J wis be bad to kep liſe in ber: but 
toben wwe was come to ber felf, Pow deft thou wife, quoth be: 
What wile bu babe? fo: Gods ſake teil me ff thou baſt a mind to 
any thing, tbou ſhalt babe it. Away diſ;mbler (quoth ſþz) bat can 
J believe eb& ? theu haſt ſafd to me ag much a hundzed times, and 
dect ibed me, it is thy churiifhneſs that ba þ killed mp beart, never 
was woman ta fo unkind a man. 

Kay, god wife, blame me not without canſy 5 God znowetd bot 
beartilp J love ther, Love me: No, thou d{dft never cazry my lobe 
but on the tip of thy tongue, quoth be, N dare weste thou pdefiret 
notbing ſo much as my death and foz my part I would to God thou 
badi thy defire : but be content, I all not trophle ide long: and 
with ibat fecching a gd, $e (wouned and gave a great groan; The 
man ſting ber in this cafe, was wend;ous wie: but ſo fue ap thy 
bad recobered ber, de ſaid, © mp dear wife, if any bad conceit ba 
jugendeed this flekneſs, let me know it ; oz if chou knoweſt ny 
thing that may pzocure thy bealtd, let me underftand thereof, and J 
pzoteſt thou ſbalt habe ir, if it coſt me all that tber I babe, 

O bugband, quoth tbe, how may I credit your wozds. when fo? a 
paltry ſute of apparel you denyed me? Wefl wife, quoth be, thou 
halt babe appar?! oz any thing elſe thou wollt requeſt ; if God tend 
thee once bealth. © dus band, if I may find you ſo kind, A ball think 
my ſelf the bappict woman tn tbe wozld, the wozds bade greatly 
comfozted my beart, methinkerd i A bad it, Jcould dzink a gon 
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Well. nine was ſent foz : O Lozd faid the; that J had a pice of 
a chicken, I fel mp ftomack deffrous of forme meat. Gm am Nef 
that, ſaid ber dusband, and ſo the woman tvithin a few dayes after 
was bery well, 


Put 
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Wut you ſpall underſtand , that ber dusband was fatne to dels 
ber London like, ere be could get ber quiet, neither would it pleaſe 
ber. except tbe luft wag. bought in Cheapſide : foz out of Cheapfide 
notbing . would content ber, were it never ſo gd: infomuch that 
if we thougbt a Tayloz of Cheapſide made not ber Gown, ſe would 
ſwear it were quite ſpoiled, 

And babing thus wonne ber busband to ber will, when the ref 
of the Clotblers wives beard bereof, they would be ſuted in the like 
ſozt to: ſo that ever fince, the Wibes of Soutbampton, Saltsbury, 
_ of Glogyſter, Wozcefter, and Reading, went all as gallant and as 
bꝛabe as any Londoners wives. 


How the Clothiers ſent the King aide into France, and how he overcame 
his Brother Robert, and brought him into England, and how the Clo- 
thiers ſcalled his Maj:(ty and his Son at Reading. Chap. VII. 


Þe Kings P3jeſty being at the wars in France, againſt Lewis 

the French King and Duke Robert of Nozmandy ſending foz 

divers ſupplies of Souldiers out of England, the Clotbters at their 

own pzoper coſi ſet out a great number,and ſent them ober to the King. 

Which Roger Wiſh:p of Salisbury, who governed the Realm in 

the. Kings abſence did certifie the King of with bis letters wzitten 
in thetr commendations. 

And afrerward it came to paſs that God ſent bis Pighneſs bictozp 
ober bis Enemies and baving taken bis Bzother pzifoner, bzougbt 
bim moſt joyſully with bim into England and appointed dim to be 
kept in Cardiff Calle pꝛitoner, pet with this favour, that be migbt 
bunt and hawke where bz: would up and down the Country, and in this 
ſozt be lided a god While of whom we will ſpeak moze at large here» 
afcer, 

The Ring being thus come home; af er big Winters reſt be made 
bis Summers pzogreſs into the Weſt-country, to take à bie of all 
the cblef Towns : whereof the Clothiers being adbertifed they made 
great pzeparation againſt bis coming, becauſe be bad pzomiſed to 
bifit them all, 

And when big Gzece came to Reading, be was entertained and re» 
ceibe) with great joy and triumph: Thomas Cole being the cbtef man 
of regard in all tbe Coton, the Kingbonozed bis bouſe with bis Pin 
cely pzeſence 3 "where during the-Kings abode; be, and bis won, and 
Nobles were bigdly fea$ed. 

There the King deheld the great number of people that was by 
that 
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that ons man maintained in wozk , thoſe bearty affection and lobe 
toward bis Pajeſty did well appear as well by their outward counte- 
naiice , as tbeir gifts pzeſented unto bim. But of Cole himſelf the 
King was ſo well perſwaded, that be committed much truſt in dim, 
and put bim in great autbozity in the Town. Furtbermoze the King 
ſaid, That foz tde lobe which thoſe people boze bim libing, that be 
would lap big bones among them when be was dead. Foz I knots 
not ſaldbe , where they map be better beſtowtrd , till the bleſſed dap 
cf rcfurrection , then among theſe mp friends wbich are like to be 
bappy partakers of the ſame, 

ambereupon bis Ma jeſty cauſed tbere to be builded a meſt good!p 
and famous Abbep : in which be might ſþew bis devotion to God, by 
increaſing bis ſervice , and leave example to other bis ſucceſſozs to 
do the like, Likewiſe within the Town de after builded a fatr and 
gwdly Caſtle, in the which be often kept bis Court, wbich was a place 
of bis chief reſidence during bis 1ife , ſaying to the Clotbiers, that 
te ing be lun them ſuch (aitbtul ſubjects , be would be their neigh- 
bour, and dwell among them. 

After bis Pajeſttes royal feating at Reading, be pꝛoct ded in pz0* 
greſs.till be bad viſited the whole Weſt countrte, betng wondzoufly 
deligbted, to ſx thoſe people ſo diligent to apply tbeir buflneſs : and 
comming to Saiisbviry, the Biſbop receibed bis Pajeſiy with great 


jop and with triumph attended on his Grace to bis Palace, where . 


bis Þigbneſs lodged. 

T here Sutton the Clotbier pzeſented bis Þighneſs with a bzoad 
cloth, ofo fine a thzed,q excxding god wozkmanſbip, o tberewithal 
of ſo fair à colour as bis Grace gave commendation thereof, and as 
ir is ſaid, be held it in ſuch bigb eſtimattcn that rbereol be made bis 
Paritament robes, ths firſt Parliament that eber was tn England, 
was graced with the Kings perſon in thoſe robes, in requital where- 
of his Pigbneſs afrerward pelded Sutton many pzincely favours. 

And it is to be rememb2ed, that S:mon of Southampton (ſeeing the 
King bad oberpaſt the place wbere be dwelt) came with bis wife and 
Servants to Salisburp, s againſt the Kings going fozth of thar Ciip, 
be cauſed a moſt pleaſant arbour to be made upon the top of the bill 
leading to Dalisburp, beſet all with red g white Koſes.in ſuch ſozt, 
tha t not any part oſ the timber cculd be ſ&n, within the which ſar a 
maiden attircd lie a Queen attended on by a fair train of maidgns, 
who at tte Kings appzoach pzeſented bim with « Garland ofſw#t 
flowers, yteld ing bim ſuch bonour as tbe Ladies of Rome were wont 
to de to their Pzinces after thetr NT : which the King ow 
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in gracious part, and ſoz bis farewel from that Country, thep boze 
bim company oder part of the plain, with the found of divers ſwet in · 
ftruments of muſfick, All which when dis Gzace underſtood *twas 
done at the coſt of a Clothier , be ſaid be was the moſt honoured by 
thoſe men abobe all the mean ſubjecs,in bis Land: 5 ſo bis Þighneſs 
paſt on ro Exceter , babing given great rewards to theſe matdens. 

Tom Dove and the refidue of the Clotbiers , againſt bis Graces 
comming thither, dad ozdained dibers ſumptuous ewes; Firſt,there 
was one that pzeſented the perſon of Augutius Cæſar the Gmperor'r, 
who commanded after the Komane inbafton, that their City ſpould 
be called Avgutta, after bis own name, which before time was called 
lca , and of later pears Exceter. 

Tbere bis Pajeſty was ropallp feaſted ſeven dayes together at tho 
only coſt of Clothiers, but the dibers delights g ſundzp paſtimes which 
they made befoze the King, and bis Nodles is to long bere to be 
rebearſed, and therefoze J will over paſs them to aboid tedtouſnets. 

Hts grace then coaſting along the Country, at lad came to Glo- 
cefter,an ancient City, which was builded by Glove, a Bzittiſh King, 
who named it after bis own name, Gloceſter, Pere was bis Pajeſtp 
entertained by Gray the Clothier, who pzofeſt bimſelf to be of that 
ancient family of Graycs , whoſe firſt oziginal iflued out of that an- 


cient and honourable Caſtle and Town of Ritbyn. 


Here was the King moſt bountifullp feaſted, having tn bis companp 
bis Bzother Robert (altbough bis pziſoner the ſame time.) Ano bts 
Grace being defirous to ſ the Matdens card and ſptnne they were a 
purpoſe ſet to their wazk: among whom was fair Mirgiret with ber 
white bands, whoſe excellent bezuty babing pierc't tbe eyes of the 
amorous, it made ſuch an impꝛeſſton in big bzart,tbat afterward be 
could never fozget ber: g fo bebemently was bis affed ion kindled that 
be could take no reſt, till by wziting do bad bewzayed bis mind: but 
of this we well ſpeak moze in another place: and the Ring at bis de. 
parture ſaid , that to gratifie them, be would make bis Son Robert 
their Earle, who was tbe firſt Earle that ever was in Gloceſter. 

Now when bis grace was come from thence,be went to Wozcefter, 
where Wilkam Fi.zallen made pzeparation in all bonourable ſozt to 
receive dim which man being bozn of great parentage , was n3t te 
lrarn bow to entertain bis Wajeſtte being deſcended of that famous 
Family, whoſe patrimony lay about the Town of Dſoeftry , which 
Town bis pzedeceſſozs bad incloſed with ſtatei walls of ſtone, 

Although adverſe foztune bad ſo griebouſly frowned on ſame of 
them, that their childzen wert lain to become tradermen, wyole — 
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were to them infi&d of lands, notwithſtanding God raiſed again fbe 
fame of this man both by bis great wealtb,and alſo in bis poſterity, 
wyoſe eldeſt Son Henry the Kings, God ſan , became Kfrerward the 
@ajoz of London , wha was the firſt Pajoz thar tber was in ther 
Cite, lobe governed the (ame 23. pears: and then bis Son Roger 
Fiz. allen was the ſecond Pajoz, 

Tbe pzincely pleaſures that in Wozceſter were (þewn the Ring, 
were many 4s mardellous, and in no place bad bis Pajedp received 
moze delight then here: foz the wbicb at bis departure be did ſbew 
bimcelf vzrp thankful. Now toben bis Gzace bad thus taken biel of 
all bis god towns weſtward, and in that pzogreſs bad biſited rheſe 
Clothiers he returned to London , with great joy of dis Commons, 


How Hodghins of Halifax came to the Court, & complained to the King, 
that his priviledg: was nothing worth, becauſe when they ſound any 
oſſendet, hey could not get a hangman to execute him: & how by « 
Frycr a gin was de viſed to chop off mens heads of it (elf, Chap. 8. 


Frer that Hodg kins bad got the pzibiledge foz the town of Pal- 
|:far, to bang up ſuch rb&bes as ole thetr cloth in the night, 
pzeſently without any further judgment all the Clothiers of the town 
wire exceeding glad and perſwaded tbemſeires,that now their gods 
would be ſafe all night, without watching them at all, ſo that whereas 
befoze the rown matntatned certain watebmen to kep tbetr cloth by 
night, they were bereupon diſmiſſed as a tding n&dleſs to be done, 
ſuppoſing with themſelbes, that ſteing they ſbould be Niraight banged 
that were found faulty in this point, that no man would be fo oeſpe* 
rate to enterpziſe any ſueb ac. And ind#d the matter being noyſed 
tbzough the wholeCountrp,tdat they were ſtraight to be banged that 
uſe ſuch th&bery, it made many lewd livers to refrain ſuch thevery- 
Nevertheleſs there was at the ſame time living, a notable thefe 
named Wallis, whom in tbe Nozth tbep called mighty Wallis, in 
regard of big valour and manbed : This man being moſt ſubtile in 
fuch a kind of knavery , babing beard of this late pzibiledge, and 
therewithal of the Towns fecurtty, ſaid that once be would benture 
dis neck foz a pack of Noztbern coth: and tberefoze comming td 
ene oz two of big companions be ashed if tbey would be partners in 
bis adbenture, and if quoth be )you will bcrein hazard pour bodtes, 

you thall be ſbarers in afl our booties. 
At length by many perſwsfions the men confented +: whereupon 
late in the night, the? got them all 3 a Fartours ſpop, and — 
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the faulkes in the bouſe, What the faul ill wald pou babe (qd. they) 
at this time of the night: Wallis anfwered ſaying,Geod-fellows, we 
would babe pou ta remobe the hes of our bazfes ſeet, and ſet them 
on again, and foz pour pains you ſball be well pleaſed. The Smith 
at length was perſwaded , and when be bad pluckt off all the ſbwes 
from their bozſes feet, they would needs have them all tet backward. 
ow ſay peu man? quoth the Smith, are pou like fuſes ? what the 
| do pou mean to bzeak pour crags ? gud fafth J tro the men be 
wod. Not ſo Smith, qd. they, do thou as we bid the and thou ſhalt 
have thy maney ? foz it ts an old pꝛoberbe, 
Re us better, or be it worſe , 
Pleaſe you the man that beares the purſe. 


Sud falth and ſee I fall, q), the Smith, and ſo did as be was 


willed. ben Wallis bad thus cauſed their bozſes to be ſþod, to 
Þalltfax they went, wbere they witbout any let laded their bozſes 
with cloth and departed a contrarp way. 

In the mozning,fo ſon as the Clothiers came to the field, they found 
that they were rod d, thereupon one ranne to another to tell theſe 
things. Now when Hodgkins beard thereof, rifing up in baſte be 
wild bis neighbours to mark and ſ& ff they could not deſcty either 
the fot-ſteppes of men oꝛ bozſes. Which being done, they perceided 
that bozſes bad been there, and ſ&king to purſue them by thetr fot- 
lle pts, thep went a clean cantrarp wap, by reaſon that their bozſes 
were ſhod backward : and when in bain tbey bad long purſued them, 
they returned, being never the neerer, How Wallis uſed this fear ſo 
long, that at length be was taken, and two moze with bim: wbere- 
upon accozding to the pzibtledge of the Town, they put Palters 
about the Theebes necks pzeſently to bang them up. 

When thep tvere come to the place appointed, Walls and the reſt 
being out of hope to eſcape death, pzepared themſelbes to ſuffer pa- 
tiently the rigoz of the Law, And th:rewith the reſt laping open the 
lewdneſs of their life,qrieboufly lamenting foz bis ſtnnes: atlengtb 
commending their ſou!,to God, they peelded their bodies to the grave, 
at which fight the people were greatly moved with pity, becauſe thep 
bad neber ſ&n men to banging befoze : but when they ſhould habe 
been tyed up,Hodgkins willed one of his neighbours to plap $ Pang, 
mans part, who would not by any means do tt, although be was a 
bery pz man, who foz big pains 2uld habe been poſeſt of all their 
apparel. When be would not peeld to the office one of them 
twbich had his cloth ſtolne, was commanded to da the deed; but be in 
lie manger would. not, ſaying , When J bave the gbill to make a 
man, 
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man, J will bang a man, if it chance my wozkmantſbip do not like me. 

And thus from one to another, tbe office of the Pang-man was 
poſted oF. At laſt a Rogue came by, whom they would bab cayipelled 
to babe done that ded. Nay, my Masters, quoth be, not ſo: but as 
pou habe got a pzibiledge foz the Town, ſo pou were beſt to pzocure 4 
commiſſion to make a bang-man , oz elſe pou are like to be witbaus 
foz me. Neighbour Hodgkins quoth one, J-p2ay pou do this office pour 
felt, you babe bad moſt loſs, and therefoze pou ſhould be the moſt rea- 
dy to bang them peur ſelf. Ro, not A ( quoth Hody kins) though mp loſs 
were ten times greater then it teznotwithſttanding lok which of-cþeſe 
Abe&eves will take upon bim to bang the other , ſpall babe bis life 
ſaved otherwiſe they ſpall all to pziſan tiſl J can pzovide a bang-man. 

wWiben Wallis ſais the matter bzought to this paſs be began ſtoutlp 
toreply, ſaying, my Waſters of che Town of Palliſat, thaugh pour 
p;iviledge Ctretch to bangmen up pzeſenvly that are found ſtealing of 
pour gods, pet it gives pou no waztant to tmpziſon them till you 
pꝛobide them 8 hang man: my ſelf with theſe my fellows, babe here 
ptelded our ſelbes to ſatisffe the Law, and if tt be not perfozmed, the 
fault is pours, and not ours, and therefoze we bumbly takeour leabe: 
from the Gallows the xviit. of Auguſt. And with that be lespt from 
the ladder, and burl'd the balter at Hodgkins face. 

When the Clothters ſaw this, they knew not what ſo ſay, but 
taking them by the flæbes, entreated to babe their own again: Not 
ſo, quoth W. lla, pou get not the dalue of a packe oz a baby: we babe 
Qolne pour cloth, then why do pou not bang us: bete we habe made 
our ſelbes ready, and if pou will not bang us, cbuſe.. A plague upon 
you, quoth be, pou babe bindzed me God knotwes what, I made ac - 
count to dine this day in Peaden and you hep me bere on earth wheres 
there is not a quarter of that godcdeer. The foule evil take you all, 
A was fully pzovided to gibe the Gallows a box on the ear, and nom. 
God knows when J ſþall be in ſo god a mind again: and co be 
with the reſt of bis companions departed. 

Wien Hodgkios ſaw that notwithganding their Theberp, boo 
they flouted at their lenity, be wes much moved in mind: and as be 
dd in bts dumps chewing bis cud making bis dinner with a diſh of 
melancholy, a gzay Fryer reberently ſaluted him tn this ſozt : All 
diile, god-man Hodgkins, bappineſs and bealth be tber with you, 
and to all ſuppzeſſozs of lewd 1libers, God ſend-eberlafting joyes. 

I am ſozry good-man Hodgkł ns, that the great pzibtledge which our 
King gabt to this Town, comes to no greater purpoſe : far better 
had it been that it had nebi t been granted, then Co lightlp regarded: 
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the Town dad fuffred though tbeir own peviſbhneſs , an evertaſting 
repꝛoach this day. onip decauſe [wiſh pity hath dinozed Juſtice. Con- 
Mer, tdat compaton is nor ts be bad upon Thebes and Kobbers ; 
pity only appettatneth to tbe bertucus ſozt, who are oberwbelmed 
wirh tbe wayes cf miſery and miſchance, Mbat great cauſe of bold- 
ne's hebe you giben to bad livers , by letting theſe fellows thug to 
eſcape, and bow ſhall you now hep your gods in ſafety, ſelng you 
fulfil not the Law which (ould be your defence: never think that 
Theves will make any conſcience to cazrp away pour gods, when 
they find themſelbes in no danger of death, who babe moze cauſe ta 
pꝛaiſe pour pity,thencommend pour wiſedoms wherefoze in time ſ(&k 
to pzebent tbe enſuing evil. 

Foz my own part, J have that care of pour god, that J would 
wozke all gd means fo? your benefit, and pet not ſo much in reſpect 
of your pꝛoſſt, as ſoz the defire J babe to upbold Juſtice, and ſeeing J 
find pot! and the reſt ſo womaniſh, that you could not find in pour 
hearts to bang a the, J babe debiſed bow to make a gin that ſball 
cut off thefr beads without mans belp, and if the King will allow 
thereof. UWihen Hodgkins beard this, be was ſomewhat comfozted tn 
mind, and ſaid to the Frper, that if by bis cunning be could perfozme 
it, be would once again make ſute to the King to dabe bis grant foz 
the ſame. The Fryer willed him to babe no doubt in dim: and ſo 
when be had debiſed it, be got a Carpenter to frame it out of hand. 

Hodgkins in the mean time poſted up to the Court, and told bis 
Majeſty that the pibiledge of Paſlifar was not wozth a pudding. 
why ſo, ſaid the King ? Becauſe, quoth Hodgkins, toe can get ne- 
ber a bang-man to truſs our thebes : but if it (ball lige pour god 
GS:ace, Cquoth be) there ts a feat Fryer. that will make us a debfce, 
which ſpall without the band of man cut off the cragges of all ſuch 
Katles, if your Pajeſty will pleaſe to allot thereof. 

The King underftanding the full effec of the matter, at length 
granted bis petition : wheretpon till this day, it ts obferbed in 
Þallifax , that ſuch as are taken ſtealing of their cloth, babe their 
beads chopt of with the ſame gin. 


How the Bailiffcs of London could get no man to be theit Catchpole, and 
how certain Flemings took that office upon them, whercoſ many of 
them were fied into this Realm, by reaſon of certain waters that had 
drowned a great part of their Country. Chap. g. 


T* City of London being at tbat time goberned by Bailiffes, it 
came to paſs, that tn a certain fray two of their Catcbpoles 
were 


— 


of Thomas of Reading. 


were killed, for at that time they bad not the name of Sergeants: 
and you fþall underſtand, that their office was ſo much bated and de · 
teſted of Englichmen, that none of them would take it upon them, 
fo that the Bailiffes wert glad to get any man whatſoever, and to 
give bim certain wages to perfozme that office. 

It came to paſs, as I ſaid befoze, that to of their Officers by azreft- 
ing of a man, were at one inſtant flame, by means whereof the Bat- 
liffes were infozced to ſ&k orbers to put in thejr romes, but by no 
means thee could get ane, wherefoze accozding to thetr wonted man · 
ner, they made pꝛoclomation, that if there were any man that would 
pꝛetent hinſelf befoze them, tbey (ould not only be ſetled in that of- 
fice during their lives, but alſo ſpould babe ſuch maintenance and al- 
lowance, as foz ſuch men was by the City pꝛobided: and notwith- 
danding that it was an offtce moſt neceſſary in the Common wealth 


tet did the poreft weich diſpiſe it, that libed in any eſtimation - 


among bis neighbours. 
At laſt, a couple of Fl:mings, which were ed into this Land, 


by reaſon that their Ceuntry was dzowned with the Ses, bearing 


th? Pꝛoclamation, offered themſelves unto the Bailiffes to ſerve 
in this place, who were pzeſently receibeo and accepted, and accoz- 
ding ts ozder bad garments giben them which were of two colozs, 
blu? and red, their coats, bzexcbes and ſtochins, whereby they were 
known and diſcerned from other men, 

Within balf a year after, it came to paſs, that Thomas Dove of 


Exceter came up to London, who dabing by bis jollity and god ſel- 


lowf{þip,bzougbt bimſelf greatly bebind band, was in danger to divers 
men of the City, among the reſt, one of bis Creditozs fd an officer 
to azreſt bim. The Dutch · man that had not ben long experienced in 


C.ich matters, and bearing bot many of bis fellows bad dien billed for 


attempting to azreſt men, tad quibering and quabing in a'cozner of 
the ſireet to watch foz Thomas Dove, and-babing long waited, at 
length be eſpied dim: whereupon be pe pa red bis mace ready, and 
with a pale countenauce pꝛocteded to bis office; at what time com- 
ming behind tbe man, ſuddenly with bis mace be knockt bim on the 


pate, ſaying, IJ azreft pou gibing btm ſuch a blow that be fel'd bim 


to tbe ground. 
Tbe Catcbpole thinking be bad kifled tte man, left bis mace be- 
dind dim, and ranne away : the Creditoz be ran after bim, calling 


and crying that be ſþould turne again: But the Fleming would not 


by any means turn backe, but got him quite out of the City, and tos 
Santuary at Weſtminſter, 


Doye* 
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Dove being come to himſelf, aroſe and went to bis Inne, no man 


dindzing bis paſſage, being nor a little glad beſo eſcaped tbe dan- 


ger: Pet neveribeleſs, at bis next comming to London, another 
Catcbpole met with bim, and azreſts bim in tbe Kings name. 

Dove being diſmayed at thts miſchieveus miſcbance knetv not 
what to doe: at laſt be requeſted the Catcbpole that be would not 
biclentlp caſt bim tu pztfon but Nap tifl ſuch time as be could ſend 
foz a friend to be bis ſuretp 5, and although kindneſs in a Catcbpole 
be rare, pet was be won with faire wozos to do bim this fav2ur : 
whereupon Dove defired one to go to this Oaſt Jarrar, who imme- 
dlatelp came with bim and offered himſelf to be Doves ſurety. 

Tbe officer who never ſaw this man befoze, was much amazed at 


bis fight foz Jarrac was a great and migbty men of body, of counte- 


nance grim, and excxding big of ſtature, ſo that the Catcbpole was 


_ wonderfully afraid, ssbing if be could find never a ſurety, but the 


Divel, moſt ſearfully intreating dim to conjure Lim agatn, and be 
would do Dove any fabour, What, will pou not take my word, 
quoth ]arrat ? quotb the Catchpole, if it were foz any matter in Pell. 
A would take pour wozd as ſone as any Dibels in that place, but 
ſ&ing it ts ſoz a matter on earth, J waulo gledlp babe a ſuretp. 

Why, thou whozſon kricker, (quoth rat) thou maggat-app, thou 
ſpinner, thou paultry ſpider, doft thou take me foz a Dibel ? @izrab, 
take mp wozd IJ cbarge thee foz rbts man, oz elſe god - man butter-flp, 
Ile make the repent it. The Otftcer, while be was in the bouſe ſaid 
be was content, but as ſon as be cam? into the fret, be cryed, ſap- 
ing: Þelp, belp god neigbbours, oz elſe the Divel will cazry atvap 
my p:tſoner : notwithſtanding , tbere was not one man weuld fir 
tobe the Catchpoles aide. Which when be ſaw be toke faſt bold on 
Thomas Dove, and would not by any means let bim go. 

Jarrat ſcing this, made ns moze adoe, but comming to the Offi⸗ 
cer gabe him ſuch a fillip on tbe fozebead with bis ſi ger, that be fell'd 
the pez Fleming to the ground: and while be lay in the fret fret. 
ching bis bels, Jarrac tote Dove under dis arm, and cazrted bim 
bome , where be thought bimrelf as ſafe, as King Charlemain in 
Mount alban. 

be next mozning ])arrat conbtped Dove out of Town, who af- 


- terward kept dim in the Country, and came no moze in the Catch- 


poles clawes. 


— —  ———_——— —— — — 


Of Thomas of Reading. 


How Duke Robert carne 6 wooing to Margaret with the white hand © | 
and how he appointed to come and fical her away from-her Matter. 
Chap. 10. 


e beautiful Margaret , who bad now dwelt with her Dame 
the ſpace of four pears , was bighly regarded, and ſecretly be-. 
loved of many gallant and woztby Gentlemen of the Country , but 
of to mott eſpecially , + Dube Robert, and Dir Williany Ferris. It 
chariced on a time chat ſaty Margaret with many otber of her Paſters 
folkes, went a hay making; atttred tn a red tammel petticbat, and 
a bzoad firaton hat upon ber dead, the had alto u hay-fozk, and in 
ber lap ſhe did carry ber bzeak-faſt. Ag ſhe went along Puke Robert, 
with one oz two ot his k&pers , met with her, whoſe amiable fight 
did now ane re-inkindle the ſecret fire of love , which long ap 
tmotbering in dis deatt. undereſoze mating der fo happily , 
ſaluted der thus ſriendlp. 
Fair Said, god mozrow,are you walking fo diligently to pour la- 
bour? Needs mult the weather be air, oben the un ſbines do clear, 
— — 2 — — Re- 
| quoth ſhe) paz barvefi-folkes pray 


| — and commit thy fozk to ſorne that are 
— 4 omen nn he metbinks thy Dame ta ch mucb ili | 
apvifed, {meeting the 9 tuch homely buns. I mute thou can | 


themſelves pzaiſed, that you either ſpeak this to dzibe away be rite, 

oz to w2ing from me my to apparent impe red tons. But 4 
entceat pardon 5 to ſong babe I fort lowed my buftneſs, ang 
m fei ober : bold in pour pzeſence's and therewith by with dcoverly 4 
grace, bending ber anes to the Cautte aus Duke, rr | 
to the field; aud the Duke tothe Town of Gloceter. * 
When he came thither, de made his 8 great bear, wn 
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ing them they would give bim refpit to be a while with old Gray; 
foz we twaln mult have a game oz two,quoth he : and foz my tate re- 
turn, J gage to pou my p;incely word, that as J am true Knight 
and a Gentleman, I will return tafe to pour charge again. 


fezth in pain, by my lobe thou S$ould't ve me, Lady of great: 
treaſures : where nom thou art peg and beggeorlys all manner de. 
light (þcu'd then attend on ther, and what order thy 


. : 
- , - 


Sir, (quoth £2) I cowrfy pour ee feferbes 4 Ladies faboar, 
pour affettton a fa itÞſul friend fucd a one u could mn but anydever 


— — — — 


-moſt noble Dube, albeit 
» pet I way 
like, and let mr nd to my cake, red tat m D. 
Con(ider fair Margaret, C queth de) that it ſyti not in mans p 
er to lere bis lobe wberede li, being the wazk dfan'diyd drip; 
A bird was ne ber ſen in Pontus, no true lobe tu u net ting mind: 
nebet wall remove the «fection of mp „ 
e 
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= frisnd , . who dare be (op 2 and 'what-is be that will once call 
thy name iu queſtion lo: g-2;therefoze (wet girle, be detter 

Hvired, daten 4 Ie — ſo large. 
17555 £ William- A -quoth — theugd there be many reaſons to 
make me derip pour Cuit det : there one 8bove the. ted that cauſes 
lobe 77 11 3 thes , my wench let me knot 


me I ca TN 
t quath whatſoever tt be. Pardon me 
r, ſald 120 0 0 I (<2uld ſpeak, E 22 oe 


95 an 1 nie e r eleſt in natute, whic 
13 1. 8 William banane do, being adaſþed 
at U 1 „ Fair Mugier, let if A may obtatn no moze 
at tbe Fang rs pet J entreat the to OY this defect. ſhow?d be, 
I am net wer crwk- -ledg, ſtub-foted, lame banded, noz olter · 
tped : tub make this — 19gþ * I neber knew MP bady _ 
t 4 | (ot perſon beſo; 
ang barpam J. ck be, that I-wag (a malapett 10 
peak it, b u me my pzeſumption, — ür William. J would 
J bad! 1 th n 


een 
cal nent cee 1 7 hgh 3 fir 5 
Tia e 1 Alt ui know p0u t bel&be it Above 
vealed it, nei! Flat» thing pou can help : and yet 
1 {neſs had it not ben ſoz A think verily Abad granted 
t txe now. Wut ting pe Ly mics jnow war i 
1, N will fell ge: - your 


A cue 55 f 0 an ar 
ay great and I — ine 


TE 


„ 


12 * was \o great indeed 3. big 
bo anę o 1 Ls 1 the 3 would ſap they wore 
e 4+ 4, hi lied, Ig FEW m_ be ;Achey wir U 

0 0 
TEE pate nas in bis bis ein, 
— 5 5 55 15 ed dim, and de 1 er 


field. Þe became to aſhamed of bimtelf, that aſter that pew the 
never 40 abz0ad, wherebp ue well rid of his company- 


* 


* 


of Thomas of Reading. 


- Dy atime, a wiſe andgrabe Gentleman ſing bim grounded in his 
couceit-ſg rouge, gebe ht Ad ounce}, not & conttary tim there- 
in, but rather fa that $7 would (rei out Farne cunning Phyſician to 
oure him: for, ſatd he ait Waise beth tate n this tonceit of dim- 
ſelf, (0-48 be likelp te bear other opinion, till dis own couceic 
* —. remove it, ih which muſt de wiſely weouꝝ bt to ding it to paſs. 
confrered;with a Y ſician that dare 
t name rxr name in 6 Cove, be unde rtend do temebe this ſond row 
bis skill. The dap de ing appoia tod toben the i tictan ould 
s tbe Anigdt Aion thereof; tat ber p joy be would go foztd 
bim : woes a woman of tbe Town ſaw the Knight, boving 
auſs of his noſe (be lie very —— 


ba what rumour- ns 


upon him: t be n a big cen ben bat Coing ber t gaz we, 
willy in bis countenance bad thus ce ber; 
boty no g — 
TA 
can I not, quotb the. —— is the cauſe, ſaid the 


Neg 2? Becauſe,quoth tþe pour noſe eQands in my way: wherewitb 
ET IIS again t- bis buſt: 
12 1 —— certain biedder with 


— cn —„— 
. pur in . 


25 — — gr the which tbe 

bis band, tdat be hal 

—— hut ibat it 
Bight, 


ee worn its ſaid tbe:Pbyſiciag,no: 
terp,.A — mot miſba pen nee! 
bs you now Madam quoth che Knight ris ig v 
— — as wen, as bandfame, and meren 
ö ; "4 
— me — 


199 7 male 116 Nemec 
at Ti 6b er tpae 2 0 i 
402. 10 4 ill guar, nelider did t tude! be. 


- All this we will quickly wegn. fa he Sbrorten, babe —— 
ad 


79 


oy. 
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und with that, be very ozderlp pzickt dim in the noſe, dut hot fn a 

brin wheeoby be might dlerd: and 'peſently dovbing a trity finely to 

uno the quit, the viov-ranae into u daten in great ghundance 1 5 

wyen tbe dladder was empty, and the bafort al mot ful, the Pbyt. 

clan ie med to Cloſe tde betu, and a28ked v de felr dis note, 

th! great quantity of flitby died which rom thenes be dad | 
be Knight deholoing te wird great wonder 


of Thoma of Reading. 


of the Sed -r: Pozeober, that part of the chamber tobe reup on 
this Sid and Bed- dead in tuch tot that by the Pul- 
in the Kirchin;ir was to be let down 


caldzon, wherein thep uſed to terth rdetr liquo, 
when they went to bzewing. Now, the men appointed fog f aunbter. 
were lafy into this Ved, and in tte dead time of rhe madt, wh: n 


8 
8 
— 


ih 


—— mp boob 


4 


erped pitta tate 
don T homas Beckers houſe. in 
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that appertained to tbe Ning alla: 

be would ride back age in t Lo z 

dcod z tbereupon making bimtelf rtadp departed. Thiscrofs foz- 

2 tauſed — frown, 3 next time (quo th be) 
13 pap . 108 GW OCT rude! 
. Noiwobganding Weed nes thar they were pꝛevented tben 


tobe re 
bard it is ts eſcape tbe ill 


EEE . —.— 
another to baſten bis own death, —— iu n0 


im to- Cole h 
that 


— r 

to nigbt : neden did nie vau thus! EI 

to in: a a —— Sands Mitha god wilh(qudedbe )-andA 
—— — 
R na muöch: but M aum cbt creme mit 


— 


— 


Of Thomas of Keadin, og. 


bim: That almes which a man beſtowes with bis own bande. be 
ſhalt be ſure to habe delivered, . —— 

With that, bis Daſteſs difſemblingly anſwered, ſaying, Doubt 
not, Piſter Cole, peu are like enough by the courſe of nature, t 
ltbe many years: God knots (quoth be) I n:ber found my beare (o 
beaby befoze, Wy this time, pen, inke, and paper TE + 
ſet ting dimſelr in wzltting as followeth. 


N the name of God, Amen 1 bequeath my ſoul 'to God * — 
In to the ground, my goods cqually betweca my wiſe Elivor & Iſa- 
bel my daughter. Item I. give too Thon Dove of Exceter one hundred 
pounds „ nay, that iz r00 little , I Sire to Thomas Dove two hundeed 


* 


| ee aft Cquith be) ia not this well? J prop pon — 
ku, Diſt looking thereon, ſaid, toby Wafer Cole, what have peu 
wzitren bere ? 'you ſaid you would ite a letter, but me thinks pou 
ba be made a wifl : tohat need have you to de thus? thanks ve to God, 
gou map libe many fair years. 'Tis true (gd. Ce) & tt pleaſe God; 
and this wziting cannot ſþozteu-mp days} dre vey we be 
bave J made a Will? Naw I pzomiſe- pou A did derte 
weitt aletter : notbvichſtanding J babe wiltten-that that put 
into my mind: but Ik once again my Dat is it not tozitten 


- that Dare wan dave ed pounds; to be pate — 
8 ty demand it? pes ino ted, laid bis Daft , then all is wei; F8id 
2 4 und kt e fox ms will not new 


af oft 
Ahe e it up, de fealed it , deſiring that dene 


ſeny it to 'Efreter, be p;omifed that be would, not wichlanding- 
W Any 4 a ſome pauſe , * ———— 22 55 


.dow? ſadly in 0 01 
ies they wan cauſe 
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on griebe at this ? you mult conſider that jt was but childifþnefs, J. 
le indeed laid Cole , #nd with that be degan ta nad. Tben tber 
asked him if de would go to bed. No, ſaid be, altibough J am beavy 
J habe no mind to g bed ot afl. With that cerratn muſicians of the 
town came to the chamber, and knowing Pater Cole was there, 
dzew out their inſtruments , and bery ſolemnly began to plap. 
dis much comes very well (ſaid ©: l.) ond toben be bad lifned 
a while thereunts, be ſaid ,' methinks theſe inſtruments ſound like 
the = of St. Mary Ovcrics bells, but the Faſe dzowons all the. ren: 
und in my eare it goes like a del that, rings a fozenons knell : fog 
Gods ſake let them leave off, and bear tdem this umple tend. T be 
Puſicians being gone , dis Deft asked if now it wauld ple ast him 
to goto bed; foz (quoth be) it is well nzec eleven of the clacke. 

' With that Cole debolding bis Daft and Daſttieſs carne ll, degan 
to ſtart back, ſaying, what aile you to td (6. like pale death : gd 
Led, what babe you done, that your bands are thus hloudy ? tybat 
my bands, ſaid his Dad? by, ou may-\& they are neither bloudy 
noz foul : efther pour eyes do greatly dazel, oz elſe fancies of a 
troubled mind do delude you. 

Alas, my Daft, you may tte, ſaid be doty weak my tits are, I ne ber 
bad mp bead fo idle brfoze;Come,let me dzink ence moze,and then J 
wil) to bed, and pou no longer. With that de made bimſelf 
unready, and his Oaſteſs was very deligent to warm 4 kercbiffe, and 
put it about Vis head. Swd Lozd , tate de, Iam not fick, I pzaiſe 
God, bur ſuch an Ateratton If find in my ſelf as I never did befoze, 

- -Witd that the feritch-owle cried pittioufly, g anon after the night 
raven late croaking bard bydis window. Jeſu babe mercy upon me, 
be what an i!! favoured cry do yonder carrion birds make, and 
thal de laid bim down in bis bed, from whence be never roſe 


Dis Daft and Daltefs, that all this tobile 12 | 
began to commune betwire themſelves thereof, : non pe 
knew not what were deft to de done. Wy ine eovics {ut B61 the 
matter ould paſs , foz I think it is not beſt to meddle on him. 
m 4 oong you peng Noo and 
a great deal of gold which 
bodieg heart 
lung- 
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ny — — U rm * the Crane was 

2 be, be a 0 E in 1 me 
Saen ro whit [Jarman 1 whims N a 


giben Cole muſick. Rs ted, 
— the trurh, Jarman ſen after was 105 n on inc fozreft, 


- — 


- fo 


be and bis wife were — ed, after dan lald open all tpet⸗ 
thinus ti ſoꝛe xx ei confefſed, at de de lng a Carzznite; 
— — era bet bis quif? deViſed tt, © Ang bade 


aher had milrbeees-bp that mean Ir. p fur: Any'y-7.tla? tated 
ding all the money-whtch/ ron cb rev? , ther . 
not, but at their death were found e dedr. 

Aden ide King beard of this murder, be Bax fo; the ſpic2 of hgh 
dapes (o-Corrotwful and-beaby, as be wund not hear on 9 
allo commandement, that e beuſe would quit outet 
fte, -wberetn Cole ons mutdeted, end that nd mat 1255 25 

Upon that curſed ground, 

Cotes ſubſtance at bis death was excidingly great, be had daily in 
bis bouſe an hund zed men · ſer bon ts, ond x1. maidcs, be matntatned 
beſide 8babe two v2 tte hundted 15 , ſpinners andrarders' and 


8 great many atber benſe-dolbers wiſe" never after martfed, 
and arber-dvatb $2 beſts wed « ftumiue WK oney wagon 
maintaining of the 'new-bifſded Portaſtery. Ber * 10 

richly marrted ta @ Gentleman dk great woziÞfp , by ub 

manp chtidzen. And tame tap that the river whereinto le — 
ca, did ever ner ares ooo ink . any FI river 
of Caleg and iht & aun bf Toke Nur 


AQ FE 1 [1% 
How divers btb Clothing wives: ent tb. Gb dt, 
of Salisbury, and of their merriment, Chap. 12. 


uitons tmife:'of wa/isdury) which dad lately deen dellbertd of a 

fonne,ageinfber going to n at cheat: 88 
time 8 mam wiſt of 00 „ Ind fe tbers 
others oftbe Clotbters buen af £01 — 255 at thi 1s Cprding 
feaft : and whil'> theſe Dames ſate ar tbe T Crab, Wauſt and 
Wien, waiting at the bod, and as the old 1 de 1 215 
women many wozas, ſo fell , eu : fo; there" 
pzattling tbat it paſſed't tome tal t or 
ſame dheir'matdes the con- 


lineſs of thetr garmen ts, tome told e netgbbours: 
whoever. there was none of them but would en a 


* 
* 


Wesel, e der they conaluded 
7 * e 
1 — 

dein in taiß m 
er — td where · 
their diligt nee. Not ſa, 
byes cw thr dl we. - Name me 
is bolder; quoth Ce. How 
man? Wecauſe-quorb-be thep will 
nat came. and now and then 
en ert bean, ut what becomes 

at? tbeis (wer mat hath ſowze ſauce, and 
1 40 fas * their libes tberefoze take bed. 
nnen 1 1 h not n 


of them, guoth t 


wich pleaſenr commu⸗ 
time, till ibe fruit and 
182 time ohe of them began 


© airtifut! 
, @ man was murdered at 


r nn 0 beat fax 
— — place _ — and it is 
repozted oz t t made pies « and gende 
paſties, od, er ce . eat. a peice of him. ut A eU 


yoir gd Netghbour, can pop reſt neee [that 
id one of my C5 igh 


@ hozre revealed it. 
Now by rhe mats (quo at it i 
bours that a certatne bozſe did * 
ſowndy like a lie, ſatd'one of the 7255 
bozfe kpesk, as we 4s BY 
ſad the third. But 
ſay, quoth' (he, de was in " 
where be amd feſt locked in mighty 


e That. 
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dura in pieces, as they dad dern Grawes, and dont down the fable 


tee,” arty, e oe 
murdered dim 


cher. o with thanks rhe women departed. 
the divers tales that will be ſpzed abzoad of an evil 


How Duke Robert dectived his „ and got 
met ſair Margaret und in carrying her away, was taken, for 
he had his eyes put out. Chap. 13. 


Uke Robert, dabing as pou beard obtained the 
geret, did no cat in dis mind how de might 
and cry der quitt war. In the end he being 
what to do, ſent bfs letter unto her wherein 
would be ready to meet dim in the Fozreft, 


T be yonng Lady habing ſecretly 

to der Mader oꝛ Dame, in a moz! | 

and got fozth, walking to the apy place 
met ber | 


During ber aboed there, and thinking 1 
the entred into divers paſſions, which 


. 
- 


foztune go follow, D my dear 
thy pzomiſe ! why do not thy 
are LNG Come m 


as 
waite 

| 2 b, 
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oba unſten? an ambling of Spaine js fo ſow to ſerbe due 
turnes. A fiping hozle- Lobets were moſt met. And rdus 
cating many lokes thopough ſhades, up and down ca 
eſpie him, ſhe thought every minus an davre, till be dim 
cometimes the would wish her (elf @ bird, hat ſþz mia bt ite th;ough | 
the aire to mt bim, q 4 pretty ſquirel co clime the bigbe@t tri ro 
deſcry bits — dut —— der — batn, ſþe began thus ta 


foze if ſafely J 
with quiet (Lp? 
Gaglands 
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when the Keepers ain tive ben lnb e 
the ditling of he game; de was not preſent, 
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aud ſ&d he toouſd dup is liberty wich bis life, defoze be would geld 
auy muas ta te a ettuner and # great fight betwirt 
them intumuch that the lie two df them : but dimiſelf 
being foze wounded, and fatnt tote ober mud blieding, at length fen 
gown; de ing not able any longer to Gand: and bytbis means the good 
Duke r 1 katre lode z de deen remus to 
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thus to lech me? in theu 
thau teſt me? At tbywagen 
If thy appar#1 had datt t 
thyMozhe had ban 2 

5 Narewel mytwst g. the bott te batit dren — mine mans 
bouſe, many may IJ babe of thy name, but nder ang of 


thy diligence is tut, ta tb ny bene ne whe ernment 
my bouſt and thereby amy 
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Of Thomes of Reading. 
bebous twwzotb, giving great charge and rommandment when de das 
taken, that both bis eyes (þould de put out, and be kept in pzifen tiff 
bis dying day; appointing alte that the Paid ould lofe ber life 
foz pzeſumpiton of loving bim. _ This matter being rumozed ober 
all England, tt came to the eares of Gray and bis wife, who 
bearing that Margaret alſo was there in p7iſon appointed to die, 
the god aged woman never reſted till be came to the Court, where 
angling befoze the King with many tears be beſought bis Pajeſty 
to ſpare the Patidens life, taping, Woſt ropal King conſider, A 
bumbly beſ&ch pou that the Duke pour Vzother was able to tntice 
any woman to bis love: much moze # filly Maiden, efpecially pro- 
mifing ber marriage to make ber a Lady, @ Dutebes, 078 _ 
twhs would refuſe ſuch an offer , when at the inſtant 
get both a P:incely' Pusband and a bigh dignity? if ded 
Lobers-guerden , then what is due to hatred 2? J am in my heart 
pertwaded, that bad mp pcoz Margaret thought ft would bade beed 
pour bigneſs diſpleaſure, e would never habe bought bis lobe \s 
dear: bad your grace made it known to your Commons that it was 
unlawful ſoz any to marry the Dube your Bother , 'who would habe 
attempted ſuch an action , if tbe bad wilfully difebeyed your Graces 
commandement \þe might bade ben thought woztby of deaths but 
ter ing tgnorantly ſhe cffended , I beſ#cb pour Gzace to recal the ſen- 
tence , and let me dil enjop my Serbant\, foz neber will I rife , 
till pour Pajeſty babe granted my petition. "His Pightiefs , who 
was of nature merciful , bebolding the womans aboumdant rears , 
tok pitty on ber, and granted ber ſute : which being obtained, 
ſbe went bome in all baſt poſſible, And from thence , ſhe wthber 
Pusband taking their journep to Cardiff Cattle, they at 
that very inſtant when the Pajden was led toward her death © 
went in moſt joyſul ſozt to the fame, ſaping , that they ts 
- woztby to de accounted true Lovers , that were not willing 15 
fox lebe: and fo with a ſmiling countenance 2 paſſed on, as if 
the bad eaten Apium Riſus, which cauſeth s man to die jaugding : 
but ber Dame Gray 'ſeeing- ber; ' felf about ber nerd, and wh 
many kiſſes imbzaced der taping bon Se . my ee 
go home wird me and fox thy delibery, de hold here the Ainge kt 
and wird that ſhe deltdered them up to tbe Gobernour of the Cate: 


who reading tbem found theſe woꝛds wetreetr We par don the Waldes 
life, and grant ber liberty, , ver por tory NE 
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tent down Doctoz Piero, that he may execute the ſame, The Govers 
nour of the Caffle having red the Kings letter ſaid thus to tbe 
Paiden:The Kings Wa jeuy bath pardoned thy life, and allowed thee 
liberty , but pou muſt not paſs befoze pou ſ& pour Lobers epes put 
out. O fir, ſaid the Paiden, miſtake not your. ſelf they are mp exes 
that (þould be put out, and not the Dukes: as bis offence grew by mp 
means, co A deing guilty , ougbt to recetve the puniſbment..Tbe 
Vings Commandement mult be fulfftiled ſaid . tbe Gobernour:and 
therewithal Duke Robert was bzougbt ſezth, who bearing that be 
muſt loſe bis eyes ſaid thus: The noble mind ts never conquered by 
grief,noz obercome by miſchance : but as 5 bart renewetb bis age by 
ting the Serpent, ſo doth a man lengtven bis life with debouring 
ſozrolw.: mp-epes babe offended the King and-tbey.muſt be puniſhed, 
mp beart is in as great fault why is not that killed-? The Kings 
Majeſtp, ſaid the Governour ſpares pour life of mer lobe, and only ts 
content to ſatisfte the Law with the loſle of pour epes,wHerefoze take 
in god part. this puniſbment., and think you babe deſerved greater 
than is granted. With this Margaret cryed out ſaping. © mp dear 
Kobe, moſt gentle Pzince, well may pou wiſh that I bad never ben 
bozn, who by ſeeing of me muſt loſe pour ſight 5 but bappy ſbould J 
count my (elf, if itſo pleaſe the King, that I might red&m thy eyzs 
with my life: oz elſe, that being an equal offender, I might receive 
equal puniſþment : had't thou ſuſigined this ſmart foz rome Quien 
oz Pzinceſs of bigh blod , it might with the moze cafe be bozn, but 
to indure it foz ſuch a one as J, it muſt n&ds ceuſe a treble grief to 
be increaſed. Content thæ, fair Margarer,ſaid the Duke: foz bonour 
ought to be giben to bertue, and not to ricbes :. fox glory, bonour, 

. nobility and riches without vertue are but clobes of malictouſnefs. 
And now let me take my leabe of thy beauty,foz neber muſt I bebold 
thy face : notwithſtanding Jaccount my epes well loft, in that J do 
fozgo them foz ſo peerles a paragon, Now fair beabens farewel, the 
Sunne, Hon, and Starres (ball I in this wozld never bebold agatn; 
. and farewel alſo the fruitful earth, well may I feel thee, but thoſe 
pooꝛ windowes of mp body are now denyed to bie w thee anp moze :; 
and though the wozld bath ever been mp foe, yet will I bid the fare 
wel two, and faretwel all my friends; wölles J live beer in this 
wozld, I muſt ſuppoſe to fleep, and wake toden J come in beaven , 
where A hape ta fix you all again. Pet bad it-pleaſed the King, J bad 
rather . habe lot mp life then me eres. Life, toby, what ts it but a 
Mong, bubble in 9 fuli of miteryꝰ of ſuch 
| —— is lite, that ebery;SouwlUtex will ſell it toꝛ fr pence. 
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of Thomas of Reading. 
And truſt me, J do now deteſt life, wozſe than a goat doth hate Bali. 

With that the Doctoz pzepared bis inſtrument, and being ready 
to ſet to the Dukes eyes, be faid, O dar Waſter Dockoz, till A 
dave conveyed my Lovers countenance down into my beart : Come 
bither my wert, and let me gibe ther my laſt kiſs , while mine eyes 
may direct me to thy cherrp lips. Then imbzacing ber in bis arms, 
be ſaid, © that J might gibe the a bits of Tr. years long and to 
ſatisffe my gredy eres with thy fight, pet it doth ſomewbat content 
me, becauſe thou art pzeſent at my puniſhment , that J may bold 
thee by the hand, to comfozt my heart at the ſudden pꝛicte of my 
eye. This being ſaid, the Doctoz perfozmed bis duty; and fo put 
out the chziftal fight : at what time Dude Robert ſtarted up, and 
with a moſt manlp courage ſaid , J muſt thank bis Majeſty , that 
though be depztberh me of my fight, pet be leabeth me eyes to wp 
foz mp finnee- But ſo ſon as Margaret bebeld the d&d, ſhe fell down 
in a ſwoune, and much ado ber Dame bad to recober her lift: which 
when the Puke underſtood , be was wondzous woe, groping foz ber 
with bis bleeding eyes, ſaping, O where ts my lobe ? foz God ſake 
babe regard to ber. And I pzay you muſt heartily god god- wife Gray, 
let her babe this fabour foz my ſake,that (be may be uſed kindly, And 
with that the Keepers led bim into the Caſtle, and M rgarer was 
carried away wondzous fick and il: but ber Dame was moſt tender 
ober ber; and would ſuffer ber to lache nothing. When ſbe was 
ſomewhat well recobered, ber Dame Gray ſet her on bozſeback:; and 
at her coming to Gloceſter there was no ſmall jop. 


How Thomas Dove being fallen to decay, was forſaken of h's friends 
and deſpiſed of his Servants : and how in the end he was raiſed again 
through the hberality of the Clothiers.: Chap. 14. . 

8 as ſeek the pleaſure of the woz1d, follow a ſhaddotw wherein 
is no ſubſtance : and as the adder A'pis tichleth a man to death ſo 

doth vain pleaſure flatter us, till it makes us fozget God and con- 

ſame our ſubſtance as by Tom Dove it is apparent, who bad ti ougd 

a free beart, and altberal mind waſted his wealth: and lot bow bis 

gods conſumed , ſobts friends fled from dim: And albetr be bay 

been of great ability, and thereby done g@) unto many, pet not 8 

man regarded him in bis poverty, but caſting a ſcoꝛnſul counte nance 

upon bim, they paſſed by dim with fender ſalutatton : neither would 

any of bis ſozmer acquaintance do bim god, oz pleaſure dich tte 

balue of a farting 3 bis fozmer friendſþip done to them was quite 

fo;got and he made of as much . „ds Job when be fate on the 
2 ; ' 
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dungbil. Now, when bis wicked Serbants ſaw him tn this diſgrace 
with the wozld, they on the otber ide began to diſdain bim. Not- 
withſtanding that be (to bis great cal )bad lang time b:ougbe them 
up, pet did they nothing regard it. but bevind bis back tn maſt (copn» 
ful. ſozt derided bim, and both in tdeir wazds and ations greatip 
abuſed bim, reberence thep would da nane unto bim, but when tbep 
ſpake, it was in ſuch malapert ſozt, as would grieb? a1 baneſt mind 
to bear it. At laſt it came to-paſs, that bzzaking out into meer con- 
tempt they ſaid thep would nay no longer with bim, and that it was 
a great diſcredit (oz tdem, to ſerbea perſon (a beggerly? whereupon 
they thought it condenient to ſeek foz rheir benefit elſewher?.Uben 
the diflreſſed man fcund tbe matter fo plain, bring in great grtef , be 
ſpake thus unto them. Hd find to mp. ſozrow, the (mall truſt 
that is in this falſe woz!d . Mby, my PIſters (quotb he) bab: pou 
ſo much foꝛgotten my fozmer pzoſperity, that pou notbing regard 
mp pzeſeiit, neceſſity ? in your wants I fozſok you not, in your 
ſickneſs I leſt. pau not, no2 deſpiſed pau in pdur great poberty : ft 
is not unknown , thaugh you do not conſt ber it, that J rok ſome of 
Poul up in the bigh-wap , otberſome from pour needy parents, and 
bzougbte the reſt from meer beggery to a houſe of bounty 5 where 
from paltry boyes. I bzought you up. to mans eſtate, and babe to mp 
great coſt, taught pou a trade, wbereby pou may lib? like men. And 
in requital of all nip courtefie, coſt and good will, will you now on 
a ſudden fozſake me ? is tbts the beſt recompence that pou can find 
in pour bearts to peeld me? This is farce from the minds of honeſt 
Servants. The fierce Lyon ts kind to thoſe that do bim god, pluck 
but one tbozne out of bts foot, and fo tbe ſame be will ſþzw manifold 
favozs. The wild Bull will not otberthzow bis Damm: and tbe berp 
Dꝛag ons are dutifu! to their nouriſþers. Be better adviſed and call 
to mind, I beſeech you, that I babe not pluckt a thozn out of pour ft, 
but dzaton pour whole bodies out of pertls,s when pou bad no means 
to belpe pour ſelves, J only was your ſuppozt, and be, that when 
all other fozſ@k pou, I did comfozt-pou tn all pour ertremittes. 

And whit of all this, quath one of tyem ? becauſe pou to us up 
pez, doth it tberefoze follow, that doe muſt be pour Jab's ? We are 
foungmen , and Foz our part, ber are no further io regard pour pꝛo - 
fit, then tc map dend with our preferment : Why (ould we loſe our 
benefit to pleaſure you 2 if you taught us our trade, and bought us up 
from bopes to men, you bad our ſervice foz it, whereby you made no 
fmall dene fit, ĩſ peu had as well uſed it, as we got it. Fut if you be po: 
you map thank pour ſelfs, being a juſt ſcourge? ſoz your Wg 
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and it is my opinion plaine, tbat to ſtay with you, is the next way te 
make us like pou, neither able to belp our feldes, noz cur friends 2 
therefoze in bzief come pay me my Wages, foz I will not tay, let rhe 
rc do as they wwiſl, foz J am r:ſolbed, Well (8d bis Paſter, if 
nerds thou wilt be gone, bere is part of thy wages in hand. and the 
reſt as ſcone as God ſends it, chou ſhalt babe it: and with that, 
turning to tbe reſt, be ſaid, Let me pet entreat you to ſtap, and leabe 
me not altogether deſtitude ofbelp : by pour labours muſt I libe,and 
without you J know not what ro do. Conſider tberefoze my nted and 
regard my great charge. And if foz mp ſake pou will do nothing take 
compaſſion of my pc childzen ; ſtay my fliding fot, and let me not 
utterly fall tbzougb pour liding from me. Tuch (quoth tbep) what 
do pou talk to us: we can bave better wages, and ſerve a man of 
credit, where cur fare ſpall be fazr better, and our gains greater: 
tberefo:e tre woꝛld mightcount us right corcombs, if we ſpauld foz- 
ſake our p2ofit, to pleaſure poll : therefoze adfeu, Cad ſend pou moze * 
monep, foz pou are like to babe no moze men: and thus they de- 
xarted, When tber were gone, within a wvile after thep met one 
with another, ſaying, What chear ? are pau all come awap ? in ſaitd 
JI, what ſpould we do elſe, giioth they: but beareſt thou fizra, baſt 
thou got thy wages? Not pet ſaith the other, but J ſþ3ll bave it, 
and that is as god, tis but x. (billings. Saift thou ſo (ſaid be) now 
I ſ& thou art one of God Almighttes idiots : zWbp fo, ſaid the 
ether? Becauſe (quotb be.) thou wilt be fed with ſpales: but ile tell 
ther one thing, twere better foz ther quickly to azreft bim, leſt Come 
other do it beſoze, and there be nothing left to pay thy debt: bold 
thy peace fair wozds make fools fajne, and it is an old ſaying, One 
dird in band is wozth tw in bush: if thou doeR not azrefi bim p2e- 
ſentlp, J will not gtbe the two pence foz thy x. (billings. Paw ſþ1fl 
J come by bim quoth tbe other? give me but two pots cf Ale, and ile 
betray bim, ſatd bh”. D they being agred, this ſmoatb, fac'n | adas 
comes to bis late Paſter, and told bim that a friend of bis at the do 
would ſpeak with bim. The unmtfruſting man thinking no evil, 
went to the dz, where pzeſently an Officer azreſted bim at bis mans 
ſuite. The po man ſing this, being drucke into a ſudden ſozrow, 
in the grief of his beart ſpake to this effec : Ab thou lew? fellow.,arg 
tbou tbe fir man that ſekes to augment my miſery? Pibe J thug 
long given ther bzead, to bed mp obertbzaw ? end nourtfbt ther tn 
thy ned, to wozk my deſtruction ? Fuſl little did JA think, wben then 
ſs often diddeſt dip thy falſe fingers in my diſþ, that J gave ſ@de to 
mp chiefeft foe : but what bot W in theſe extremes ? Go 
3 wife, 
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wife, quoth be, unto my Neighbours, and ſe if thou canſt get any of 
them to be baile. But in vatne was ber paines ſpent. Then be ſent 
to bis kinsfolks, and they denied bim: to bis Bzother and be would 
not come at bim, ſo that tbere was no fiſt, but to pziſon be muſt : 
but as be was going. a Peſſenger met bim with a letter from Waſter 
Cole, wherein as pou heard, he bad pꝛemited him two bundzed pounds: 
which when tbe po man read be greatly te jopced, and ſbewing tbe 
ſame to the Dfftcer, be wis content to take bis own wozd. Wbere⸗ 
upon Thom. Dove went pzeſently te Reading, where at bis coming 
be found all the reſt of the Clothters lamenting Coles untimely death, 
where the wolul widdow patd bim the monep , by wbigb d&d all tbe 
reſt of the Clotbiers were induced to do ſomething foz Dove. And 
there upon one gabe him ten pounds, another twenty,anotber thirty 
rounds, to begin the wozld anew : and by this means (together with 
the bleſſing of God) be grew into greater credit then eber be was 
befoze. And riches being thus come upon dim, bis ſozmer friends 
tame fawning unto bim and toben be bad no ne&d of them, then ebery 
one was ready to pzoffer him kindneſs. Mis wicked ſerbants alſo 
that diſpatned bim in bis diſtreſs were after glad to come creeping 
unto him. entreating with cap and ane foz bis ſavour and friendſþip. 
And albeit be ſ&m'd to fezgibe their treſpaſſes done againſt dim, pet 
be would ofren ſay be would neber truſt them tz a ſtrat. And thus 
he ever aſter libed in great wealth and pzoſperity, doing much god 
to the pc, and at bis death, leſt to bis childzen great lands. 


How fiir Margaret mide her eſtate and high birth known unto her Ma- 
ſter and Dame: and for the entire love ſhe bore to Duke Robert, made 
a vow never to marry , but became a Nan in the Abbey at Gloceſter. 
Chap. 15. 


Fter fatr Margaret was come agatn to Gloceſter, never did (þ& 
bebold tbe clear day, but with a weeping eye : and (0 great 

was the ſozrow which ſhe conceived foz the loſs of Duke Robert her 
katthſul Loder, that Ge utterly deſpiſed all the pleaſures of this 
life, and at laſt bew2ayed ber ſelf in this ſozt to ber Dame: O mp 
god Paſter and Dame, to long babe IJ diſſembled my parentage 
from you, whom the frow9rd deſtinies do purſue to deſerbed punifþ- 
ment. The waſul Daugbter am Jof the unbappy Earle of Szews- 
bury, who eder fince bis baniſbment, babe done nothing but dzawn 
miſchance after me: wherefoze let me entreat pou (dear aſter and 
Dame) to habe pour god-wills, to ſpend the remnant of my life in 
ſome bleſ?d Monaſtery. When Gray and his wife heard this, tbey 
wondzed 
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wondzed greatly, as well at ber birth, as at der ſtrange demaund, 
Whereupon ber Dame knew not how to call ber, whether Maiden oz 
Wadam, but ſaid, D god Lozd are pou a Lady, and I know it not? 
JF am ſozry that J ned it not befoze. But when the folkes of the 
bouſe beard that Mirgarct was a Lady, tbere was no ſmall alteratt- 
on: and mozeober her Dame ſaid, that ſhe bad tbougdt to babe bad 
a match berween der and der Son: and by many perſwaftons did 
ſ&k to witbdzato ber from being a Nun, ſaying in this manner: 
What Margaret thou art poung end fair, the wozld (no doubt) bath 
det ter foztune ſoz thee, whereby thou maiſt leave an bonourable iſſue 
betind the, tn whom thou maift libe after death. Theſe and ma- 
ny other reaſons did they alledge unto her, but all in baine : be mak- 
ing this reply, Who knows not that this wozld gibeth the pleaſure 
of an hourz, but the ſozrow of many dayes ? foz it payeth eber that 
which it pzomiſeth, wbich is nothing elſe but continual trouble and 
beration of the mind. Do pou think, if J bad the offer and choice of 
the mightieft Pzinces of Chziſtendom, that I could match my ſelf bet · 
ter then to mp Lozd Jeſus? No, no, be is mp bugbano, ro wbom A 
pteld my ſelf, both bodę and ſoul, gibing to bim my beart, my love and 
my moſt firme atfection : I babe oberlong loved this bile world: there- 
foze I beſ&ech pou farther diſſwade me not. When ber friends by no 
means could alter ber optnion, the matter was made known to dis 
Wajefty , who againſt the time that-ſþe ſhould be receibed into the 
Wonaſterp, came to Gloceſter with moſt part of bis Nobility to bo- 
nour ber action, with dis pzincely pzeſence. All things being there- 
foze pzepared, the poung Lady was in moſt pzincelp wiſe attired in 
a goune of pure white ſattin, ber birtle ofthe ſame embzodered with 
gold about the skirts in moſt curious ſozt, ber bead was garniſþed 
with gold, pearles, and pzecious ſtones, babing ber bair like thzids 
of burniſht gold banging down behind in the manner ef a. pzincely- 
bzide, about ber Pbszp neck jewels of jneſtimable pice were bung, 
and ber bandwzeſts were compaſſed about with bzacelets oz bzigbt- 
ining Diamonds. The ſirets thozow the which (e (ould paſs were 
pleaſantly dect with green daten boughs. Tbencame the poung La- 
dy moſt like an heavenly Angel out of ber Paſters houſe, at tohat time 
all the bells in Gloceſter were ſolemnly rung: fþe being led betwirt 
the Rings WPajeſty baving on bis Koyal Kobes, and Jmpertal 
Crown and the chief Biſbap wearing bis Biter, in a Cup of 
cloth of gold, ober ber bead. a Canopy of white ilk, fringed about 
in pzincely manner: befoze ber went a bundzed Pꝛieſts ſinging, and 
after her all the chtef Ladyes of the Land: then all the wives = 
' ma 
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matds of Glocefter followed, with an innumerable ſczt of people on 
every lde nanding to bebold ber. In this ſozt ſbe paſſed en to the ca- 
thedzal Church where ſþe was bzougbt to the Kunrp⸗gate. The La- 
dy Abbecſs received ber: where the beautiful Paiden kneling down, 
maze ber pzayer in igbt of all the people, then with ber own bands 
ſhe undid ber Uirging fair gown and ton it eff, and gave tt awap to 
the pwz t ster that, ber kirtle, then ber jewels, bzacelets and rings, 
Taping, late wel the pzide and banite ofthis wozld. The oznaments 
ef ber tead were the next (be gabe awap: and then was ſhe led on 
one de, where'the was tripped, and in ſtead of her (mock of ſoſt 
fiikes, bad a ſmock of rough bair put upon ber. 
den came one with a pair of ſbeares, and cut off der golden co- 
lovredlockes, and with duft and afþes all beſtrewed ber bead and face, 
Wohicb being done, ſþe was bzougbs again into the peoples fight bare 
fot and bare leg'd, to whom ſhe ſatd : Now farewel the wozlo, 
Farewel the pleaſurgs of this life, farewel my Lozd tbe King, and to 
"the Dukes farewel, now ſhall mp epes we&p fox my fozmer tranſgreſ- 
Hons, and no moze (þatl my tongue talke of vanity : fart el mp g 
Waſter and Dame, and \orewel all god people, 
- | With which wozds ſhe was taken away, and never after ſeen #- 
— When Duke Rc bert beard thereof, de deffred that at bis death 
dis body might be buried in Glocefier t in that Town. quoth be. where 
ttt my clear epes bebeld the beavenly beautpof my Lobe, and where 
foz my fake ſhe fozſcoke the wozld : which was perfozmed accazdingly. 
Ude Ning alſo at bis death requeſted to be buried at Reading, foz 
tht great lobe be bere to that place, among thoſe Clothiers, obo 1iv- 
ing were his beorts comfozt,Gcay dying wendzous toeaithy,gabe land 
to the Ponaffery, wherinto Margaret was taken, William Fitzallen 
8lfo dyed a moſt.rich man having butided many bouſes foz the pz, 
whote Bon Henry after was the firſt Pajoz that was eber in London, 
Sutton of Salisbury did alſo at bis death much god, and gabe an 
bundzed Ii. to be pearlp lent to p weabers of the Town, to the 
wozlds end, Simon of Soutbampton gave a moſt bounteous gift to- 
wards the building of a Ponaſte ry at Wincbefter. Hodgkins of Pal- 
Ikxax did alto great god. and ſo did Catbert of Randal, Mo bad maz- 
ried xxiit. couples out of bis owne- houſe, giving each of them 7. lt. to 
_ begin tbe wozld witha!. Martin Brian 6f Wancbefter gabe toward the 
building of a fre- cho in Pantbeſter. a great maſs of money, And 
tbus (gente! Keader ) Have J finiſbed my loꝛy of theſe woztby men, de 
firing töte to take my paines in god part, which will ingage me to 
great matters, perceibing r accepted. 
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